
KERN COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

Board of Supervisors 

STAFF REPORT 

Date:  September 29, 2026 

FILE:  SPA #97, Map 101; ZCC #208, Map 101; 
VTTM 7446; Waiver of Signatures 

S.D.:  #1 - Peters

TITLE:  (a) Specific Plan Amendment Case No. 97, Map 101; (b) Amendment of Zoning Map 101, Zone 
Change Case No. 208; (c) Vesting Tentative Tract Map  7446; and Waiver of Signatures 

PROPOSAL:  (a) Amend the Land Use Element of the Western Rosedale Specific Plan from map code 
designation ER (Estate Residential) to LMR (Low Medium Residential) on 29.54-acres; (b) Change 
in Zone Classification from A* (Exclusive Agriculture) [E (1) RS (Estate – 1 acre – Residential 
Suburban Combining) in suspense] to R-1 (Low density Residential) on 9.96-acres, Change in Zone 
Classification from A* (Exclusive Agriculture) [E (1) RS (Estate – 1 acre – Residential Suburban 
Combining) in suspense] to E (1/4) (Estate - 1/4 acre) on 9.58-acres, and Change in Zone 
Classification from A* (Exclusive Agriculture) [E (1) RS (Estate – 1 acre – Residential Suburban 
Combining) in suspense] to E (1/2) RS (Estate - 1/2 acre - Residential Suburban Combining) on 
10-acres; on two (2) parcels of record, totaling 29.54- acres; (c) Vesting Tentative Tract Map
No. 7446 proposing to divide a 34.24 acre (gross) site into 77 residential lots ranging in size from
8,852 square feet (net) to 29,843 square feet (net), and a 4.24 acre (net) sump lot; with Development
Variations to the Land Division Ordinance to allow a cumulative dead-end road length exceeding
800 feet for lots zoned less than one (1) acre (Section 18.55.050.B.1.j) and to eliminate required
internal equestrian trails within the proposed subdivision (Section 18.55.050.I.1); and with Limited
Design Variations to the Land Division Ordinance to authorize double frontage lots (Section
18.55.050.F.4) and key (reverse corner) lots (Section 18.55.050.F.6); and  request for Waiver of
Signatures of Mineral Rights Owners in accordance with 18.15.030.K. of Kern County Land
Division Ordinance

APPLICANT:  Batey Family Farms and O’Connell Investments, LLC by Batey Homes (PP25175) 

PROJECT SIZE:  34.24 acres (gross)   

LOCATION:  South side of Hageman Road, approximately 1/4 mile east of Nord Avenue, Bakersfield 
area (APNs: 463-160-11, -13 & -53) 

SPECIFIC PLAN DESIGNATION/ZONE CLASSIFICATION:  ER (Estate Residential – Minimum 1 
Net Acre/Unit) by the Western Rosedale Specific Plan / A* (Exclusive Agriculture) [E (1) RS 
(Estate – 1 acre – Residential Suburban Combining) in suspense] 

SURROUNDING LAND USE/ZONING:  North – Active agriculture / A (Exclusive Agriculture); 
East – Vacant undeveloped; single-family dwelling / A* (Exclusive Agriculture), [E (1/2) RS 
(Estate – 1/2 acre – Residential Suburban Combining) in suspense]; South – Active agriculture; 
single-family dwelling, accessory structures / A-1 (Limited Agriculture); West – Active 
agriculture; vacant undeveloped; single-family dwelling, accessory structures / A (Exclusive 
Agriculture), A-1 (Limited Agriculture) and R-1 (Low Density Residential) 
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PROJECT ANALYSIS: The project is a request to amend the Land Use Element of the Western Rosedale 
Specific Plan and zone classification on two (2) parcels for the purpose of Vesting Tentative Tract 
Map No. 7446 to result in 77 residential lots and 1 sump lot.  

 
The project site consists of three (3) parcels ranging in size from 4.25 acres (gross) to 19.55 acres 
(gross) with a map code designation of ER (Estate Residential – Minimum 1 Net Acre/Unit) by the 
Western Rosedale Specific Plan and a zone classification of A* [(Exclusive Agriculture), E (1) RS 
(Estate – 1 acre – Residential Suburban Combining)] in suspense.  The project is located on the 
south side of Hageman Road, an arterial and 1/4 mile east of Wegis Avenue, a collector in 
unincorporated Western Rosedale.  Access is provided via Hageman Road.  
 
The surrounding area is a mixture of both active agricultural and residential with single-family 
dwellings on A (Exclusive Agriculture), A-1 (Limited Agriculture), E (1/2) RS  
(Estate – 1/2 acre – Residential Suburban Combining) zoned parcels giving the area a suburban, 
agricultural, and rural atmosphere.  The nearby neighborhood is exclusively single-family homes 
with accessory structures on large lots that range in size from one-half (1/2) acres to 2.5 acres.  The 
parcel is currently vacant agriculture land.  Table 1 is a summary of the surrounding land uses 
adjacent to the parcel.  
 
Table 1: Surrounding Land Uses 

Location Western Rosedale 
Specific Plan  

Zone 
Classification Property Land Use 

Project Site ER A* [E (1) RS] in 
suspense   Vacant agriculture land 

North R-IA; LMR R-1; A Active agriculture land 

East UER; ER A; A* [E (1/2) 
RS] in suspense 

Single-family dwellings with accessory 
structures; undeveloped land 

South ER; UER A-1 Active agriculture land  

West ER, LMR and SI A, A-1, and R-1 Undeveloped land and single-family dwellings 
with accessory structures 

Land Use Designation 
LMR = Low Medium Density 
Residential  
R-IA = Intensive Agriculture  
ER = Estate Residential  
UER = Urban Estate Residential 
SI = Service Industrial 

Zoning Classification 
A = Exclusive Agriculture 
A-1 = Limited Agriculture 
E (1/2) = Estate (1/2 Acre)  
E (1) = Estate (1 Acre)  
RS = Residential Suburban  
R-1 = Low Density Residential  

 
 
Project History  

 
March 22, 2006  
The Board of Supervisors approved Zone Change Case No. 155, Map 101 (Resolution  
No. 2006-022 and Ordinance No. G-7338).  This request included an approximate 64.71-acre site 
and authorized a change in zone classification from A (Exclusive Agriculture) to E (1) RS  
(Estate – 1 Acre – Residential Suburban Combining), with the zoning held in suspense until 
recordation of a final Tract Map, and the exclusion of the 64.71 acres from within the boundaries 
of Agricultural Preserve No. 11 adopted on January 24, 2006. 
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Proposed Project  
 
The application proposes the following:  
 
1. Specific Plan Amendment 
 Amend the Land Use Element of the Western Rosedale Specific Plan from map code 

designation ER (Estate Residential) to LMR (Low Medium Density Residential – Less 
Than or Equal to 10 Dwelling Units/Net Acre) on 29.54 acres (gross) to create consistency 
with the proposed zoning for the project area.  

 
2. Zone Change 
 Change in Zone Classification from A* (Exclusive Agriculture) [E (1) RS (Estate – 1 acre 

– Residential Suburban Combining) in suspense] to R-1 (Low density Residential) on 
9.96 acres, Change in Zone Classification from A* (Exclusive Agriculture) [E (1) RS 
(Estate – 1 acre – Residential Suburban Combining) in suspense] to E (1/4)  
(Estate - 1/4 acre) on 9.58 acre, and Change in Zone Classification from A* (Exclusive 
Agriculture) [E (1) RS (Estate – 1 acre – Residential Suburban Combining) in suspense] to 
E (1/2) RS (Estate - 1/2 acre - Residential Suburban Combining) on 10 acres; on two (2) 
parcels of record, totaling 29.54 acres.  If approved, the zone change would be held in 
suspense until such time as a final subdivision map is recorded. 

  
3. Vesting Tentative Tract No. 7446  
 Proposes the creation of 77 residential lots, ranging in size from 8,601 square feet (net) to 

29,843 square feet (net) and a 4.24-acre (net) sump lot.  Water supply is proposed to be 
provided by Vaughn Water Company and sewage disposal provided by North of the River 
Sanitary District.  Proposal includes the following: 

(a) Development Variation to the Land Division Ordinance to authorize a cumulative 
dead-end road length of approximately 2,255 feet, exceeding the 800-foot limit for 
parcels zoned for less than one (1) acre (Section 18.55.050.B.1.j; Petition 2819);  

(b) Development Variation to the Land Division Ordinance to authorize elimination 
of internal equestrian trails for lots that allow the keeping of equine animals 
(Section 18.55.050.I.1; Petition 2820);  

(c) Limited Design Variation to the Land Division Ordinance to authorize double 
frontage lots (Section 18.55.050.F.4; Petition 2821); 

(d) Limited Design Variation to the Land Division Ordinance to authorize key (reverse 
corner) lots (Section 18.55.050.F.6; Petition 2822); and, 

(e) Waiver of Signature of Mineral Rights Owner pursuant to Sections 18.15.030.K 
and 18.45.020.D.1. of the Kern County Land Division Ordinance. 
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Figure 1: Proposed Zone Classification  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Notifications and Requests for Comments 
 
During the processing of this request, Staff notified surrounding property owners within 1,000 feet 
of the project site, affected agencies, and County Departments.  As of this writing, “no comment” 
and “no impact” responses have been received from the California Department of 
Conservation/Geologic Energy Management (CalGEM), and California Department of 
Transportation.  Copies of all comment letters have been forwarded to the applicant and are 
attached for reference. Additional agency comments were received from: 

(1) Kern County Public Works Department/County Service Area (CSA) Division 
identified the affected Zones of Benefit requiring extension to address various services.  
The Division stated the establishment process should begin as soon as possible to minimize 
delay of final map approval and that CSA establishment fees are to be paid at the time of 
processing.  Finally, the Division includes the rate schedule for streetlights and 
recommends consultation with PG&E to clarify the proper LED lighting. 

 
(2) Kern County Public Works Department/Development Review Section recommended 

road dedications and improvements for Hageman Road, the westerly property frontage, 
and the proposed interior streets in accordance with the Kern County Development 
Standards and the Land Division Ordinance.  Dedication of vehicular access rights is 
required along Hageman Road, Pacini Street, and the easterly and southerly property 
frontages.  Street improvement plans are required to include striping and streetlight plans, 
and the final map shall include a note addressing obstructions within road easements. 

 
With regards to the requested Development Variations and Limited Design Variations, the 
Development Review Section identified support for the requests to allow a cumulative 
dead-end road length exceeding 800 feet for lots zoned less than one-(1-)acre, support for 
the Development Variation to eliminate required equestrian trails where precluded by the 
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location and design of the proposed subdivision, and the Limited Design Variations to 
authorize double frontage lots and key (reverse corner) lots.   

 
(3) Kern County Public Works Department/Floodplain Management Division 

recommended conditions of approval to address tract drainage disposal facilities, methods, 
or easements and the requirement the formation of a taxing entity for the purpose of 
maintaining on-site and off-site drainage facilities.  Criteria to address the placement of the 
sump and the design of the perimeter fence have been included as conditions of approval.   

 
(4) Kern County Public Works Department/Sewer and Water Section recommended 

conditions regarding connection to a regional wastewater treatment plant, submittal of a 
will-serve letter, and payment of fees.  

 
(5) Kern County Fire Department stated all new construction is required to provide adequate 

fire flow, compliant fire access roads, and all new residential construction require 
automatic fire sprinklers.  In addition, all other requirements of the California Fire Code 
shall be met. 

 
(6) Kern County Public Health Department - Environmental Health Division stated the 

project is required to obtain will-serve letters from Vaughn Water Company for potable 
water and North of the River Sanitation for sewer service.  If a sewer exemption is 
approved, a septic feasibility study shall be submitted to Environmental Health. 

 
(7) North of the River Recreation and Parks District recommended conditions requiring 

parkland dedication, payment of applicable park development fees, and inclusion within 
the North of the River Park Maintenance District.  The District indicated that compliance 
with these requirements will be required prior to final map recordation and subsequent 
development of the project. 

 
(8) Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) stated the proposed project does not appear 

to directly interfere with any existing PG&E facilities or land rights.  PG&E noted that 
additional review may be required should project modifications occur. 

 
(9) Kern County Superintendent of Schools reviewed the project and determined that 

although the project may have effects on the Rosedale Union Elementary and Kern High 
School District’s facilities, it will be mitigated though the collection of statutory fees at the 
time that building permits are issued. 

(10) San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District determined the project will be subject 
to District Rule 9510 and the applicant is required to submit an Indirect Source Review 
Application to the District.  

 
(11) Southern California Gas Company stated high-pressure natural gas transmission 

pipelines are located in the vicinity of the project site.  SoCalGas noted that a conflict 
review has not yet been conducted and requested that the applicant coordinate with its 
Transmission Department as project plans are developed.  The agency provided standard 
requirements intended to protect existing transmission facilities and ensure continued 
access to its pipeline easements during project design and construction. 

 
Specific Plan Amendments and Change in Zone Classifications do not include conditions of 
approval.  The comments and recommendations received have been incorporated, where 
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applicable, into the recommended conditions of approval for Vesting Tentative Map No. 7446.  
Compliance with the conditions of approval will be required prior to recordation of the Final Map 
and, as appropriate, prior to the issuance of grading or building permits.  The applicant is 
responsible for satisfying all applicable development requirements and payment of required impact 
fees and other fees associated with the development.  
 
Public Comments and Staff Responses 
 
Staff received seven written public comments from members of the surrounding community.  While 
each letter raised unique issues, the comments generally addressed two categories: (1) land use and 
policy issues associated with the proposed Specific Plan Amendment and Zone Change; and 
(2) subdivision design and engineering issues associated with the Vesting Tentative Tract Map.  
The comments have been summarized by topic below, followed by Staff’s responses. 
 
Specific Plan Amendment and Zone Change 
 
Proposed Residential Density and Compatibility 
 
Summary of Comments 
Commenters expressed concern that redesignating the property from Estate Residential to Low 
Medium Density Residential and rezoning the property to permit one-quarter (1/4) and  
one-half (1/2)-acre residential lots is incompatible with the surrounding rural and agricultural 
neighborhood.  Several commenters requested the project retain one (1)-acre lots or, at minimum, 
eliminate the proposed one-quarter (1/4)-acre lots.  Others suggested increasing lot sizes adjacent 
to existing rural residences to provide a more gradual transition. 
 
Staff Response  
The proposed Specific Plan Amendment and Zone Change have been evaluated for consistency 
with the goals and policies of the Western Rosedale Specific Plan, which provide for a range of 
residential development and the orderly expansion of urban uses.  While the amendment would 
redesignate the property from ER (Estate Residential) to LMR (Low Medium Residential), the 
project would remain residential in character. 
 
The existing parcelization and development pattern surrounding the project site includes residential 
uses with a range of lot sizes and densities.  As such, the proposed one-quarter (1/4) and one-half 
(1/2)-acre residential lots would be compatible with the broader development pattern of the 
surrounding area.  The project has also been designed to provide larger lots along portions of the 
project perimeter where adjacent to existing larger residential properties, providing a transition 
between the proposed development and lower-density residential uses.  Staff, therefore, finds that 
the proposed land use designation and zoning are compatible with the surrounding development 
pattern and consistent with the long-range residential development contemplated by the Western 
Rosedale Specific Plan 
 
Rural Character and Agricultural Compatibility 
 
Summary of Comments 
Commenters stated the surrounding neighborhood contains livestock, agricultural activities, 
equestrian uses, irrigation operations, odors, dust, and other characteristics associated with rural 
living.  Concerns were expressed regarding potential land use conflicts between existing 
agricultural activities and future subdivision residents.  One commenter requested an Agricultural 
Compatibility Disclosure for future homeowners. 
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Staff Response 
The project represents the planned transition of agricultural land to urban residential development 
as anticipated by the Western Rosedale Specific Plan.  Existing agricultural and rural residential 
uses surrounding the project may continue with applicable County regulations.  To ensure future 
property owners are aware of nearby nonresidential activities, Staff recommends a condition of 
approval requiring a note to be placed on the final map notifying prospective purchasers of potential 
inconveniences or discomforts associated with properly conducted agricultural, oil, mining, 
manufacturing, and other nonresidential operations in the vicinity, to the extent allowed by law.  In 
addition, a condition of approval will require the developer to record an Agricultural Disclosure 
Agreement against the property, which will run with the land and provide notice of agricultural 
operations and activities occurring in the surrounding area.  These requirements are intended to 
inform future residents of the surrounding land use environment while recognizing the continued 
operation of lawful neighboring uses. 
 
Groundwater Supply 
 
Summary of Comments 
Commenters questioned whether additional residential development, combined with nearby 
approved projects, could adversely affect groundwater supplies and private domestic wells serving 
nearby rural residences. 
 
Staff Response 
Domestic water service is proposed to be provided by Vaughn Water Company rather than private 
domestic wells.  Will-serve letters have been provided by Vaughn Water Company confirming its 
ability and intent to provide domestic water service to the proposed development.  The issuance of 
a will-serve letter demonstrates that the proposed project is within the water provider’s service 
capabilities and that water service is available for the development, subject to the provider’s 
applicable requirements and regulatory approvals. 
 
The project site is currently used for agricultural operations that rely on an existing groundwater 
well.  Upon development, the agricultural use and associated groundwater pumping would cease, 
and the project would connect to Vaughn Water Company.  Accordingly, the project would not 
introduce new individual residential wells that could compete with neighboring private wells and 
would eliminate the existing agricultural groundwater use on the project site.  Based on the 
proposed water service and cessation of agricultural groundwater pumping, Staff does not 
anticipate the project would adversely affect neighboring private domestic wells. 
 
Western Rosedale Specific Plan Consistency 
 
Summary of Comments 
Commenters questioned whether the project complies with the Western Rosedale Specific Plan, 
including policies related to traffic, fiscal impacts, infrastructure planning, public services, and 
orderly expansion of urban development. 
 
Staff Response 
Staff evaluated the proposed Specific Plan Amendment for consistency with the applicable goals 
and policies of the Western Rosedale Specific Plan, including those addressing infrastructure, 
circulation, public services, and orderly urban development.  As discussed above, will-serve letters 
have been provided by Vaughn Water Company confirming its intent and ability to serve the 
proposed development. 
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The project was also reviewed by applicable County departments and agencies, including the Public 
Works Department, Kern County Fire Department, and Environmental Health Department.  Staff 
considered the project’s environmental documentation and supporting technical studies, including 
the Traffic Impact Study and Agricultural Conversion Study, which did not identify significant 
impacts that would preclude development as proposed and conditioned.  Based on the project 
record, agency review, and recommended conditions of approval, Staff finds the project consistent 
with the Western Rosedale Specific Plan and its long-range planning objectives. 
 
Vesting Tentative Tract Map 
 
Stormwater Basin, Water Quality, and Adjacent Water Well 
 
Summary of Comments 
Several comments questioned the location of the proposed stormwater detention basin adjacent to 
the Vaughn Water Company well site and nearby residences.  Concerns included groundwater 
protection, historical agricultural chemicals, basin maintenance, mosquito control, drainage, 
long-term maintenance responsibilities, and compliance with applicable setback requirements. 
 
Staff Response 
The proposed stormwater basin has been reviewed by the Kern County Public Works Department/ 
Floodplain Management Section, which recommended conditions governing basin design, 
drainage, fencing, maintenance responsibilities, and long-term operation.  
 
The proposed stormwater basin has been reviewed by the Kern County Public Works 
Department/Floodplain Management Section, which recommended conditions governing basin 
design, drainage, fencing, maintenance responsibilities, and long-term operation.  The basin will 
be designed and constructed in accordance with applicable County and State requirements and is 
located a minimum of 100 feet from the existing community water well, consistent with applicable 
setback requirements. 
 
Prior to issuance of a grading permit, the applicant will be required to submit a geotechnical/soils 
report evaluating site conditions and the infiltration characteristics of the basin.  The basin will be 
designed to drain within seven (7) days, minimizing prolonged standing water and the potential for 
mosquito breeding. 
 
The subdivider will also be required to coordinate with the applicable mosquito and vector control 
district regarding mosquito prevention and abatement measures, as applicable. Following 
construction, the detention basin will be maintained by the County through the applicable County 
Service Area (CSA), with ongoing maintenance funded through CSA assessments.  Compliance 
with applicable design standards, agency requirements, and permit conditions will be required prior 
to final map approval and construction. 
 
Street Layout, Connectivity, and Emergency Access 
 
Summary of Comments 
Commenters questioned why Winfield Avenue and Pacini Street were not extended as continuous 
public streets, expressed concern regarding the proposed dead-end roadway, and questioned 
whether additional street connections would improve emergency response, neighborhood 
connectivity, utility extensions, and school transportation. 
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Staff Response 
The proposed street system was reviewed by the Kern County Public Works Department and Kern 
County Fire Department. Due to surrounding existing development and limited opportunities for 
additional roadway connections, the proposed configuration includes a Development Variation for 
cumulative dead-end street length.  Neither Winfield Avenue nor Pacini Street is identified as a 
planned through street under the County’s Circulation Element, and Pacini Street was not intended 
to provide a connection to Hageman Road. 
 
Extending Pacini Street to Hageman Road could encourage its use as a cut-through route, resulting 
in additional traffic and vehicle speeds inconsistent with its function as a local roadway and the 
character of the existing neighborhood.  Public Works, therefore, did not recommend extending 
Pacini Street through to Hageman Road. Additionally, traffic generated by the proposed 
subdivision would access Hageman Road directly and would not be routed through Pacini Street. 
 
The Kern County Fire Department reviewed the proposed subdivision for adequate emergency 
access.  Conditions of approval require a turnaround at the terminus of Pacini Street, as deemed 
appropriate by the Kern County Fire Department and Public Works Department, and require 
Pacini Street to maintain a minimum width of 30 feet. Required roadway improvements, 
dedications, and emergency access improvements will be completed in accordance with the 
conditions of approval.  Based on agency review and the required improvements, Staff finds that 
adequate emergency access can be provided without extending Pacini Street as a through street to 
Hageman Road. 
 
Traffic and Infrastructure 
 
Summary of Comments 
Commenters requested additional information regarding traffic impacts, emergency vehicle 
circulation, school bus access, utility extensions, and long-term infrastructure costs associated with 
the proposed subdivision. 
 
Staff Response 
As discussed in the preceding responses, traffic, emergency access, water service, drainage, 
utilities, and other infrastructure needs have been evaluated by the applicable County departments 
and agencies, including the Public Works Department, Kern County Fire Department, and 
Environmental Health Department.  Conditions of approval have been incorporated to address 
applicable infrastructure and public service requirements. 
 
The project would obtain primary access from Hageman Road, with additional conditions 
addressing emergency access along Pacini Street.  Domestic water would be provided by Vaughn 
Water Company, which has provided will-serve letters for the project, and utilities would be 
extended throughout the project site. Improvements to the corner of Hageman Road and 
Nord Avenue will be addressed in conjunction with future development proposed for the area. 
Required improvements, dedications, and applicable impact fees will be addressed through the 
subdivision process.  Based on agency review and the recommended conditions of approval, Staff 
finds that adequate infrastructure and public services can be provided to serve the proposed 
development. 
 
Drainage Impacts to Adjacent Properties 
 
Summary of Comments 
Commenters expressed concern that the detention basin and subdivision grading could increase 
drainage impacts to neighboring rural properties. 
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Staff Response 
Drainage improvements have been reviewed by the Kern County Public Works Department/ 
Floodplain Management Section.  Conditions of approval require the preparation of engineered 
drainage plans, construction of drainage improvements, and establishment of long-term 
maintenance responsibilities for the proposed detention basin.  Prior to construction, the subdivider 
will be required to obtain a grading permit and submit grading and drainage plans prepared by a 
licensed civil engineer demonstrating compliance with County drainage standards.  As part of the 
grading permit review, the proposed drainage facilities and grading will be evaluated to ensure that 
stormwater runoff is properly collected, conveyed, and detained, and that the project does not create 
adverse drainage impacts to adjacent properties.  The project must comply with all applicable 
County standards and permit requirements before grading or construction activities may 
commence. 
 

 Transition Adjacent to Existing Rural Residences 
 
Summary of Comments 
Commenters requested larger lots adjacent to existing homes, increased setbacks, enhanced 
landscaping, masonry walls, privacy screening, and additional buffering between the subdivision, 
existing rural residences, and preservation of neighborhood character. 
 
Staff Response 
The subdivision has been designed to incorporate varying lot sizes that provide a transition between 
the proposed development and surrounding land uses.  As shown on the vesting tentative tract map, 
a perimeter block wall is proposed around the boundary of the subdivision, which will provide 
separation between the new residential development and adjacent properties.  
 
To further address compatibility and buffering concerns, conditions of approval have been added 
requiring a minimum 10-foot-wide landscape buffer along the western project boundary adjacent 
to Pacini Street and a 20-foot no-build area along this boundary.  Additional conditions require an 
eight (8)-foot solid masonry wall with bullnose capstone along the eastern project boundary 
adjacent to the E (1/2) RS zoned properties and a six (6)-foot wall along the remainder of the project 
perimeter.  Staff finds the varying lot sizes, increased separation, landscaping, and perimeter walls 
provide an appropriate transition between the proposed subdivision and surrounding residences. 
 
Equestrian Trails 
 
Summary of Comments 
Commenters opposed eliminating the required equestrian trail, stating horseback riding remains 
common in the area and that the trail would preserve the rural character of the neighborhood while 
maintaining consistency with the Western Rosedale Specific Plan trail network. 
 
Staff Response 
Staff evaluated this request based on the specific design and characteristics of the proposed 
subdivision.  The requested Development Variation would not eliminate or modify an adopted or 
planned equestrian trail identified in the Western Rosedale Specific Plan Trails Plan.  Rather, the 
variation would waive the requirement to provide a new equestrian trail within the proposed 
subdivision.  Planned or existing equestrian trail segments are not located adjacent to or in the 
vicinity of the project site that would connect to a trail provided by the project. 
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Although horseback riding and other equestrian uses continue to exist in the surrounding area, the 
proposed subdivision consists primarily of approximately one-quarter (1/4)-acre residential lots, 
which are generally not conducive to the keeping of equine animals.  While 14 of the 77 proposed 
lots are one-half (1/2)-acre or larger and could reasonably accommodate equestrian use, the 
majority of the subdivision consists of smaller residential lots.  As a result, requiring an equestrian 
trail within the subdivision would create an isolated segment without connectivity to the adopted 
trail network and would not further the intended purpose of providing continuous equestrian 
circulation. 
 
Property Values and Fairness 
 
Summary of Comments 
Commenters expressed concern that the project could reduce surrounding property values and 
questioned why neighboring property owners have not previously been allowed to subdivide their 
larger parcels if higher residential densities are now being proposed. 
 
Staff Response 
Property values are influenced by numerous factors, including market conditions, property 
characteristics, location, and surrounding development, and potential changes in property values 
attributable to a specific development are inherently subjective and cannot be reliably determined 
through the land use review process.  Additionally, property values are not a required finding under 
the County’s land use or subdivision regulations.  Staff evaluation is therefore based on the 
project’s consistency with applicable plans, zoning regulations, development standards, and 
required findings. 
 
Regarding the ability of surrounding properties to subdivide, each property and development 
application is evaluated independently based on its applicable land use designation, zoning, site 
characteristics, proposed development, and regulations in effect at the time an application is 
submitted.  Approval of the proposed project does not determine the development potential or 
subdivision eligibility of surrounding properties. 

Subdivision Review Committee – July 8, 2026  
 
On July 8, 2026, a Subdivision Review Committee (SRC) meeting was held.  The SRC is chaired 
by the Kern County Planning and Natural Resources Department and is comprised of designated 
representatives from the following County departments: Kern County Public Works, Kern County 
Public Health/Environmental Health Division, and Fire.  The project’s representative Brian Batey 
from Batey Homes attended the meeting.  
 
The Chairman provided a summary of the request.  During the meeting, it was noted that the 
representative previously met with the Kern County Public Works Department/Development 
Review Section to discuss the proposed conditions of approval.  The results of the meeting are 
accurately reflected in the recommended conditions included in the attached draft Resolution.  
 
Environmental Review  
 
Specific Plan Amendment/Zone Change  
 
In reviewing the proposed Specific Plan Amendment and Zone Classification Change, Staff has 
considered the applicable provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the 
Public Resources Code, and the State CEQA Guidelines.  Subsequently to the distribution of 
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today’s hearing notice, Staff determined Public Resources Code Section 21559.24 does not apply 
to the proposed project.  Staff has determined the proposed project qualifies for multiple statutory 
and categorical exemptions from CEQA, as discussed below. 
 
Public Resources Code Section 21083.3 provides a statutory exemption for projects that are 
consistent with applicable planning documents for which environmental review has previously 
been completed.  The proposed project is consistent with the Western Rosedale Specific Plan and 
the applicable land use designations, development standards, and policies governing the project 
site.  Accordingly, the project qualifies for the streamlined environmental review authorized by this 
section. 
 
Public Resources Code Section 21559.25 provides a statutory exemption for qualifying residential 
and mixed-use residential projects that are consistent with an adopted Specific Plan.  The proposed 
residential development is located within the Western Rosedale Specific Plan, is consistent with 
the land use designations and development standards established by the Plan and qualifies for this 
statutory exemption. 
 
CEQA Guidelines Section 15303 (Class 3) provides a categorical exemption for the construction 
of a limited number of new residential units and appurtenant structures.  The proposed residential 
development qualifies for this exemption because of the future construction of residential units 
similar with the criteria established under Section 15303. 
 
CEQA Guidelines Section 15182 provides that where an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) has 
been certified for a community plan, general plan, or zoning action, no additional EIR or Negative 
Declaration is required for a project that is undertaken pursuant to and is consistent with that plan.  
On September 23, 1994, the Kern County Board of Supervisors adopted the Western Rosedale 
Specific Plan and certified the Environmental Impact Report prepared for the Plan (Resolution 
No. 94-456).  The proposed project is undertaken pursuant to and is consistent with the Western 
Rosedale Specific Plan.  The proposed land use and zoning changes maintain the residential 
character of the site and do not represent a substantial change in the type or intensity of development 
contemplated and analyzed under the certified EIR.  Staff further finds the proposal will not result 
in new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously 
identified impacts.  Therefore, Staff concludes the proposed Specific Plan Amendment and Zone 
Classification Change qualify for the above-referenced statutory and categorical exemptions, and 
no additional environmental documentation is required. 
 
Vesting Tentative Tract Map 
 
The proposed Vesting Tentative Tract Map has been reviewed pursuant to the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the State CEQA Guidelines.  CEQA Guidelines Section 
15182 provides that no additional environmental review is required for a project undertaken 
pursuant to and consistent with a community plan, general plan, or zoning for which an 
Environmental Impact Report has been certified.  The proposed Vesting Tentative Tract Map 
implements the residential development contemplated by the Western Rosedale Specific Plan and 
is consistent with the land use designations, development standards, and policies established by the 
Plan.  The subdivision will not result in new significant environmental effects or a substantial 
increase in the severity of previously identified impacts analyzed in the certified Environmental 
Impact Report (Resolution No. 94-456).  Accordingly, Staff concludes the Vesting Tentative Tract 
Map qualifies for the exemption provided under CEQA Guidelines Section 15182, and additional 
environmental documentation is not required. 
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Senate Bill 18 – Tribal Consultation  
 
In accordance with State planning law and California Tribal Consultation Guidelines in accordance 
with Senate Bill 18, cities and counties are required to consult with California Native American 
tribes during the local planning process to protect traditional tribal cultural places and resources.  
 
Staff consulted with the State of California’s Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC), 
which resulted in a Sacred Lands file search within the area of potential effects.  The NAHC study 
did not identify any Native American cultural resources or sacred places in the project area.  
However, the NAHC provided a list of contact information for the tribes who may have interest in 
the project area and requested further information on the project to be provided to these tribes.  A 
total of eight (8) tribal contacts were provided by the NAHC.  Copies of the two (2) 
correspondences received thus far are attached to this report for the Commission’s reference.  
 
Specific Plan, Affirmative Furthering Fair Housing (AFFH), and Zone Change Consistency 
Analysis  
 
Proposed Specific Plan Map Code Designation  
 
The proposed project is located within the boundaries of the Western Rosedale Specific Plan.  The 
LMR (Low Medium Residential – less than or equal to 10 dwelling units/net acre) is an urban 
residential designation intended to provide for a variety of residential housing types, with an 
emphasis on single-family detached homes typical of tract developments.  The designation 
accommodates attached single-family townhomes, duplexes, zero lot line developments, small 
multi-family residential structures, and mobilehome parks.  Residential development within the 
LMR designation is anticipated to occur in areas served by a full range of urban facilities and 
services.  The following are goals and policies of the LMR (Low Medium Residential) designation:  
 

• General Goal No. 3 – Provide a range of housing alternatives in the Western Rosedale 
Specific Plan area (page I-7).  

 
• Land Use Goal No. 2 – Develop future residential, commercial, and industrial areas that 

are compatible with existing uses (page I-8).  
 
• Land Use Goal No. 6 – Maintain and enhance Western Rosedale’s community character 

(page I-8).  
 
• Land Use Goal No. 4 - Provide for orderly outward expansion of new urban development 

so that it maintains continuity with existing development and allows for incremental 
expansion of infrastructure and public services, minimizes impacts on natural 
environmental resources, and provides a high-quality environment for living and business 
(page I-9). 

 
The proposed LMR map code designation and proposed R-1 (Low-density Residential), E (1/4) 
(Estate 1/4 acre), and E (1/2) RS (Estate - 1/2 acre - Residential Suburban Combining) zone 
classifications are consistent within the Western Rosedale Specific Plan.  These densities will 
ensure Vesting Tentative Tract Map No. 7446 will meet the density requirements of both the 
Zoning Ordinance and the Western Rosedale Specific Plan.  The proposed map code designation 
would maintain uniformity with the surrounding area which is a mix of ER (Estate Residential) and 
UER (Urban Estate Residential) to the south, east and the west.  
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Additionally, this request will create a net increase in the availability of housing while maintaining 
compatibility with the surrounding residential land uses.  The request is consistent with the goals 
and provisions of the Kern County Housing Element which encourages the zoning and development 
of sites designated for residential uses to increase the potential for housing availability, including 
the subdivision of residentially zoned land.  The Housing Element supports lot separations that 
meet the County standards on existing residential lots to provide additional housing opportunities 
within the footprint of existing development.  The applicant is proposing Vesting Tentative Tract 
No. 7446 for the creation of 77 residential lots, ranging in size from 8,601 square feet (net) to 
29,843 square feet (net) and a 4.24-acre (net) sump lot.  Therefore, the proposed Specific Plan 
Amendment would maintain consistency between the surrounding land uses and densities to create 
a net increase in housing availability.  
 
Proposed Zoning Consistency  
 
As noted above the proposed zone classifications are R-1 (Low-density Residential), E (1/4)  
(Estate - 1/4 acre), and E (1/2) RS (Estate 1/2 acre - Residential Suburban Combining).  The purpose 
of the zone designations are as follows: 

 
• R-1 (Low-density Residential) – The purpose of the Low-density Residential (R-1) District 

is to designate areas which will be suitable for traditional smaller lot, single-family homes 
and compatible uses.  Maximum density is limited to ten (10) dwelling units per acre. 
Typically, the R-1 District will be characterized by the typical single-family subdivision.  

 
• E (1/4) (Estate -1/4 acre) and E (1/2) (Estate -1/2 acre) – The purpose of the Estate (E) 

District is to designate areas suitable for larger lot residential living environments.  Uses 
are limited to those typical of and compatible with quiet residential neighborhoods. 

 
• RS (Residential Suburban) – The purpose of the Residential Suburban (RS) Combining 

District is to expand the number and type of permitted domestic agricultural uses within 
rural residential areas.   

 
The proposed zone designations are consistent within the Western Rosedale Specific Plan.  In 
addition, the proposed zoning designations would maximize residential development opportunities 
with a net increase in housing availability supporting the Kern County Housing Element goals.  
  
Affirmative Furthering Fair Housing (AFFH) Analysis  
 
Based on Staff’s review of California Assembly Bill 686 and the Kern County Housing Element 
regulations, and in alignment with County goals to Affirmatively Further Fair Housing, Staff finds 
the proposed Specific Plan Amendment from ER (Estate Residential) to LMR (Low Medium 
Residential – less than or equal to 10 dwelling units/net acre) and Zone Change from R-1 
(Low-density Residential), E (1/4) (Estate 1/4 acre), and E (1/2) RS (Estate - 1/2 acre Residential 
Suburban Combining) affirmatively furthers Fair Housing by expanding opportunities for 
homeownership and stable housing.  The proposed land use change helps reduce barriers to housing 
access by increasing the availability of safe, high-quality housing in areas with access to schools, 
services, and employment while promoting more inclusive, balanced neighborhoods and 
supporting the County’s broader efforts to increase housing choice and foster equitable community 
development.  
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Basis of Approval: Specific Plan Amendment and Zone Change  
 
The Western Rosedale Specific Plan including changes in designation and zone classification must 
remain consistent with the purpose of the area.  The requested changes are consistent with 
California Government Code Sections 65860 and 65862 which require that consistency exists 
between General and Specific Plans, which represents long-range public policy, and the Zoning 
Ordinances, a set of specific development regulations which implements the Specific Plan.  The 
requested LMR (Low Medium Residential) map code designation will be consistent with the 
residential designation to the west.  The requested Zone Change to R-1 (Low-density Residential), 
E (1/4) (Estate - 1/4 acre), and E (1/2) RS (Estate 1/2 acre - Residential Suburban Combining) will 
be compatible with the residential zoning in the surrounding area.  Once amended, the land use 
designation and the zone districts will remain consistent within the Western Rosedale Specific Plan, 
and approval of this request will satisfy State planning law. 
 
Basis for Findings: Vesting Tentative Tract Map, Development Variations, Limited Design 
Variations, and Mineral Rights Waiver 
 
Vesting Tentative Tract Map 
 
In accordance with Section 18.15.060 (Matters to be Considered and Findings) of the Kern County 
Land Division Ordinance, the decision-making authority may approve or conditionally approve the 
requested Vesting Tentative Tract Map, provided all of the following findings can be made. 
 
(1) The proposed map is consistent with the General Plan, any Specific Plan, or any applicable 

provisions of the Kern County Ordinance Code. 
 

The proposed project is compatible with the applicable goals and policies of the Western 
Rosedale Specific Plan.  Goals and policies within the Western Rosedale Specific Plan 
include: 

 
• General Goal No. 3:  Provide a range of housing alternatives in the Western 

Rosedale Specific Plan area (page I-7). 

• Land Use Goal No. 2:  Develop future residential, commercial, and industrial 
areas that are compatible with existing uses (page I-8). 

• Land Use Goal No. 6:  Maintain and enhance Western Rosedale's community 
character (page I-8). 

• Policy No. 4:  Provide for orderly outward expansion of new urban development 
so that it maintains continuity with existing development and allows for 
incremental expansion of infrastructure and public services, minimizes impacts on 
natural environmental resources, and provides a high-quality environment for 
living and business (page I-9). 

The proposed project is consistent with these goals and policies as approval and recordation 
of the map would result in the creation of residential lots that are compatible with 
surrounding residential development.  The project maintains consistency with existing 
development patterns and supports orderly residential expansion consistent with applicable 
policies.  The inclusion of a sump parcel is part of the overall site design and does not affect 
residential compatibility of the subdivision. 
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(2) The site is physically suitable for the proposed type and density of development. 
 

The site is physically suitable for the proposed type and density of development based on 
the fact that the proposed residential lots will meet or exceed the minimum lot area 
requirements of the proposed R-1 (Low-density Residential), E (1/4) (Estate – 1/4 acre), 
and E (1/2) RS (Estate - 1/2 acre - Residential Suburban Combining).  The development of 
the site is an extension of existing residential development in the vicinity and will be 
comparable. 

 
(3) The design of the subdivision or the proposed improvements are not likely to cause 

substantial environmental damage or substantial and unavoidable injury to fish, wildlife, 
or their habitat. 

 
The vesting tentative tract map is not likely to cause substantial environmental damage or 
substantially and unavoidably injure fish or wildlife or their habitat based on the fact that 
the project location is in a developed area adjacent to existing residential uses and, has 
therefore, been determined to be exempt under Special Situation, Section 15182 of the 
State CEQA Guidelines. 

 
(4) The design of the subdivision or the proposed improvements are not likely to cause serious 

public health problems. 
 

The vesting tentative tract map is not likely to cause serious public health problems based 
on the scope of the proposed project and on information in the record to date. 

(5) The design of the subdivision or the proposed improvements will not conflict with 
easements acquired by the public at large for access through or use of property within the 
proposed subdivision. 

 
The vesting tentative tract map will not conflict with any existing public access easements 
for access through the site, as there are no easements being vacated as a result of the project. 

 
Development Variations 
 
Pursuant to Section 18.15.070 (Development Variations) the decision-making authority may 
approve or conditionally approve the requested Development Variation if the required findings can 
be made.  Staff notes, there are two (2) requested Development Variations. 

 
(1) Staff provides the following analysis and determination for the requested Development 

Variation to Section 18.55.050.B.1.j. of the Land Division Ordinance, which seeks to 
authorize a cumulative dead-end road length exceeding 800 feet for lots zoned less than 
one (1) acre (Petition 2819). 

 
 

(a) Special circumstances exist with respect to the property or the proposed 
subdivision design that warrants the requested development variation. 

 
Staff believes special circumstances exist with respect to the proposed subdivision 
design that warrant the requested development variation based on the fact that 
existing development to the east and west of the project site limits opportunities to 
extend local streets beyond the project boundaries.  As a result, the proposed street 
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layout relies on a single north-south roadway connection through the subdivision, 
resulting in a cumulative dead-end road length exceeding 800 feet.  The proposed 
street design provides access to all lots while accommodating the surrounding 
development pattern. 

 
(b) Approval of the variation will not be materially detrimental to the public health, 

safety, or welfare, or to property or residents in the vicinity. 
 

Approval of the requested development variation will not be materially detrimental 
to the public health, safety, or welfare, or to property or residents in the vicinity 
based on the fact that the proposed street system has been designed to provide 
adequate access and circulation throughout the subdivision.  The project will be 
subject to review by the Kern County Fire Department and Kern County Public 
Works Department to ensure compliance with applicable emergency access, 
roadway design and locations, and public safety requirements.  

 
(2) Staff provides the following analysis and determination for the requested Development 

Variation to Section 18.55.050.I.1 of the Land Division Ordinance, which seeks to 
authorize the elimination of the required equestrian trails where precluded by the location 
and design of the proposed subdivision (Petition 2820). 

 
(a) Special circumstances exist with respect to the property or the proposed 

subdivision design that warrants the requested development variation. 
 

Special circumstances exist with respect to the proposed subdivision design that 
warrant the requested development variation based on the fact that the vesting 
tentative tract map consists predominantly of residential lots that are 
approximately one-quarter (1/4)-acre in size, which are generally not conducive to 
the keeping of equine animals.  While the Western Rosedale Specific Plan Trails 
Plan identifies a multi-use trail in the vicinity of the project site, the nearest 
dedicated equestrian trail is approximately two (2) miles to the south.  Therefore, 
an equestrian trail constructed as part of the proposed subdivision would not 
provide a direct connection to the dedicated equestrian trail network.  As a result, 
requiring the construction of an equestrian trail would not serve its intended 
purpose of providing connectivity within a broader trail network and would not be 
compatible with the character and design of the proposed subdivision. 

 
(b) Approval of the variation will not be materially detrimental to the public health, 

safety, or welfare, or to property or residents in the vicinity. 
 

Approval of the requested development variation will not be materially detrimental 
to the public health, safety, or welfare, or to property or residents in the vicinity 
because elimination of the equestrian trail requirement will not disrupt any existing 
trail network or reduce public access to existing recreational facilities.  The 
surrounding area has developed without equestrian trail connections, and the 
proposed subdivision will remain compatible with adjacent residential 
development and circulation patterns. 
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Limited Design Variations 
 
Pursuant to Section 18.15.080.D of the Kern County Land Division Ordinance, the 
decision-making authority may approve or conditionally approve the requested Limited Design 
Variations provided all of the following findings can be made.  Staff notes there are two (2) Limited 
Design Variation requests.  

 
(1) Staff provides the following analysis and determination for the requested Limited Design 

Variation to authorize double frontage lots (Petition 2821).  
 

(a) Approval of the Limited Design Variation is justified based on the design, location, 
topography, street, or circulation patterns affecting the proposed subdivision. 
 
Approval of the Limited Design Variation to authorize double-frontage lots 
(Petition 2821) is justified based on the proposed subdivision design, which 
includes a six (6)-foot masonry wall and dedication of vehicular access along the 
northern project boundary prevents direct access from the lots to Hageman Road 
and Pacini Street.  As a result, access to Lots 1 through 9 and 64 through 70 is 
provided from Caterpillar Court and New Holland Court, promoting safe and 
efficient circulation while maintaining the integrity of the subdivision design. 

 
(b) Approval will not be materially detrimental to the public health, safety, or welfare 

or to property or residents in the vicinity.  
 
Approval of the Limited Design Variation to authorize double frontage lots will 
not be materially detrimental to the public health, safety, or welfare or to property 
or residents in the vicinity because vehicular access to Hageman Road will be 
relinquished, through a dedication of vehicular access and solid masonry wall, and 
access will instead be provided from the internal street network.  As a result, the 
proposed design promotes safe circulation and is compatible with the overall 
subdivision layout. 

(2) Staff provides the following analysis and determination for the requested Limited Design 
Variation to authorize key (reverse corner) lots (Petition 2822):  
 
(a) Approval of the Limited Design Variation is justified based on the design, location, 

topography, street, or circulation patterns affecting the proposed subdivision. 
 

Approval of the Limited Design Variation to authorize key (reverse corner) lots 
(Petition 2822) is justified based on the configuration of the project site and the 
proposed subdivision design.  The project boundary is constrained by existing 
parcels and development along its perimeter, while the location of the existing 
Vaughn Water Company well site and proposed drainage basin further influences 
the configuration of the developable area.  Within these constraints, the subdivision 
is designed as a self-contained residential development with access from 
Hageman Road and an internal street system consisting of intersecting local streets 
and cul-de-sacs.  The resulting street configuration creates certain corner lots 
where the standard lot orientation cannot be provided without substantial 
modification to the proposed street and lot pattern.  The requested Limited Design 
Variation allows these lots to be incorporated into an orderly subdivision design 
while maintaining adequate access and circulation. 
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(b) Approval will not be materially detrimental to the public health, safety, or welfare 
or to property or residents in the vicinity. 

 
Approval of the Limited Design Variation to authorize key (reverse corner) lots 
will not be materially detrimental to the public health, safety, or welfare or to 
property or residents in the vicinity as evidenced by the resulting lot configuration 
is consistent with the proposed subdivision design and does not adversely affect 
access, circulation, or compatibility with surrounding development. 

 
Waiver of Signature 
 
In accordance with Section 18.15.030.K of the Land Division Ordinance, a Waiver of Signature of 
the mineral rights owners can be approved provided all of the following findings can be made: 

 
(1) Waiver of the required signatures of the owners of interest can be determined to be in the 

public interest that development not be prevented; 
 
(2) It can be determined that the surface owner has exhausted all reasonable means for 

locating owners of interest and obtaining their signatures; and  
 
(3) In the case of requests for waiver of signatures of oil and/or gas mineral rights owners, in 

addition to the above findings, it can be determined that the proposed tract provides for 
future development of mineral rights through the establishment of a zoning district, 
pursuant to the Kern County Zoning Ordinance, that permits the exploration and exaction 
of the underlying oil and/or gas minerals as a matter of right. 

 
In order to approve a request for a Waiver of Signatures, it must be found that the Waiver 
of Signatures on the map is in the public interest.  Approval and subsequent recordation of 
the vesting tentative tract map is required to implement both the Western Rosedale Specific 
Plan designation and the site zoning.  Development of the subdivision will provide 
additional housing opportunities in keeping with the goals of the Land Use Element of the 
Western Rosedale Specific Plan.  Goal No. 2 of the Land Use Element encourages the 
development of future residential uses that are compatible with existing uses.  The public 
interest could be served as the development implements Policy No. 4 of the Land Use 
Element which requires the proposal provide an orderly outward expansion of new urban 
development so that the proposal maintains continuity of existing development, allows for 
the incremental expansion of infrastructure and public services, minimizes impacts on 
natural resources, and provides a high-quality environment for residents.   
 
Based on the information to date provided by the applicant, through its agent West Coast 
Land Service, it has been determined that the surface owner has exhausted all reasonable 
means for locating possible owners of interest based on the fact that, it appears that 
sufficient effort was put forth by the surface owner into locating all mineral rights “Owners 
of Interest” through contact by certified letter notifying the mineral owners.  
 
As of this writing, contact was established with one mineral owner and a waiver was 
provided; however, no response has been received.  The mineral interest owners identified 
in Table 3 were contacted by mail and/or telephone over approximately two (2) months 
between November 2023 and December 2023.  As of the date of this report, the owners 
representing approximately 6.5% of the total mineral interests had either not been 
successfully contacted or had not reached an agreement regarding their mineral interest. 
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Table 3 
APN 463-160-13 
Recorded Waiver of Surface Access Obtained 100.00% 

Totals 100.00% 
APN 463-160-11 
Owned by Applicant/Project Partner 99.00% 
Trust Interest; Trustees Deceased and Beneficiaries Unable to be Identified or 
Located 

1.00% 

Totals 100.00% 
APN 463-160-53 
Owned by Applicant/Project Partner 93.50% 
Contact Established and Waiver was Provided; No Response Received 4.00% 
Mineral Rights Owners or Heirs Unable to be Located; No Viable Mailing Address 
Identified 

2.50% 

Totals 100.00% 
 

Typically, if the waiver of signatures of oil and/or gas mineral rights owners cannot be met, the 
proposed development establishes a zoning district for mineral rights.  However, the existing 
surrounding developments do not include a zone district to allow for oil and/or gas uses.  Therefore, 
Staff supports a waiver of this requirement, as establishing such a zoning district would be 
incompatible with the surrounding area. 

 
Planning Commission Hearing – July 23, 2026 
 
This request was considered by the Planning Commission on the July 23, 2026, agenda.  
Commissioners Brooks, Skidmore, Oliver and Dunbar were in attendance with Commissioner 
Ashley absent.  During Staff’s presentation, Staff noted six (6) comment letters were received 
following notification of the hearing, and one (1) additional comment letter was submitted during 
the meeting.  Additionally, Staff discussed coordination that occurred with the applicant and 
neighboring property owners following notification of the hearing.  In response to concerns raised, 
Staff discussed the addition of a condition to require an eight (8)-foot solid masonry wall with 
bullnose capstone along the eastern project boundary adjacent to the area zoned E (1/2) RS  
(Estate – 1/2 acre – Residential Suburban Combining), with a six (6)-foot wall along the remainder 
of the project perimeter as shown on the tentative map. 
 
The applicant representative and project owner, Justin Batey of Batey Homes, spoke in support of 
the project and indicated the applicant had met with neighboring property owners and was willing 
to continue working together to address concerns.  Mr. Batey discussed the use of transitional lot 
sizes along the project boundaries, the project’s connection to public sewer and Vaughn Water 
Company, and potential modifications to address concerns associated with Pacini Street. 
 
Several neighboring property owners spoke in opposition or expressed concerns regarding the 
proposed project.  Tanya Love, speaking on behalf of nearby residents, discussed compatibility 
with the existing rural residential neighborhood and raised concerns regarding the proposed wall 
and access along Pacini Street.  Ms. Love requested additional landscaping and setbacks along the 
western project boundary and raised concerns regarding drainage, the location of the proposed 
sump, water supply, utilities, agricultural disclosures, and landscape maintenance.  Anne Ward and 
Mark Gregory, neighboring property owners along Pacini Street, expressed concerns regarding the 
existing roadway alignment and width, continued access to their properties, and emergency service 
access. 
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Director Murphy provided additional background regarding Pacini Street and clarified the roadway 
is not planned to extend through to Hageman Road.  Director Murphy explained that extending 
Pacini Street could encourage cut-through traffic and increased vehicle speeds and that the Public 
Works Department did not recommend such an extension.   Director Murphy further clarified that 
project traffic would access Hageman Road and would not be routed through Pacini Street.  
Regarding water supply, Director Murphy stated the project would be served by Vaughn Water 
Company and the existing agricultural operations and associated groundwater use on the project 
site would cease.  Director Murphy continued that while it would not be appropriate to require the 
applicant to extend utilities beyond the project boundaries to serve neighboring properties, the 
proposed extension of utilities throughout the project site would bring those facilities into closer 
proximity to the neighboring properties and could facilitate future connections. 
 
Commissioners discussed the concerns regarding Pacini Street, including emergency access, 
roadway width, landscaping, and additional separation between the proposed subdivision and 
existing residences.  Commissioner Skidmore recommended that a turnaround be provided at the 
terminus of Pacini Street if determined necessary by the Kern County Fire Department and Public 
Works Department.  The applicant indicated a willingness to provide any additional dedication 
necessary for emergency access and to establish additional setbacks or a no-build area along the 
western project boundary. 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Skidmore, seconded by Commissioner Dunbar, 
recommending approval of the project with additional conditions requiring a turnaround at the 
terminus of Pacini Street as deemed appropriate by the Kern County Fire Department and Public 
Works Department; ensuring Pacini Street maintains a minimum width of 30 feet; record an 
irrevocable offer of dedication for a minimum 10-foot-wide landscape area along the western 
boundary of the tract map adjacent to Pacini Street; and establishing a 20-foot no-build area along 
the western project boundary adjacent to Pacini Street.  The motion was approved by a vote of four 
(4) to zero (Resolution Nos. 144-26 through 146-26), recommending approval of the project subject 
to the recommended and additional conditions of approval. 
 
Kern County Planning and Natural Resources Overall Recommendations 
 
As noted above, Staff has evaluated the proposed project, including the written comments received 
during the review process and the issues raised during the Planning Commission hearing.  Many of 
the concerns raised relate to engineering design, infrastructure, access, and other matters that are 
addressed through the recommended conditions of approval, including the additional conditions 
recommended by the Planning Commission, or are subject to the requirements of other public 
agencies. 
 
Based on the foregoing evaluation, Staff has determined the project, as conditioned, is consistent 
with the applicable plans and regulations and meets the necessary findings for the requested 
entitlements.  Accordingly, Staff recommends that the Board of Supervisors approve the Specific 
Plan Amendment, Change in Zone Classification, and Vesting Tentative Tract Map No. 7446, with 
the associated Development Variations and Limited Design Variations subject to the recommended 
conditions of approval; and approve the request for Waiver of Signatures of Mineral Rights 
Owners. 
 

PUBLIC INQUIRY OR CORRESPONDENCE: Kern County Public Works Department (County 
Surveyor; County Service Area (CSA) Section; Development Review Section; Floodplain 
Management Section; Sewer and Water Section); Kern County Fire Department; Kern County 
Public Health Department; California Department of Transportation; California Department of 
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Conservation/Geologic Energy Management Division (CalGEM); North of the River Recreation 
and Park District; Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E); Southern California Gas Company; Kern 
County Superintendent of Schools; San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District; Jana Daniel 
Power; Tanya Bidabe Love; Mark and Linda Gregory, Steven and Kristin Davies, Robert and 
Patricia Bulkeley; Mary Blanton 

 
CEQA ACTION:  Environmental Review:  Public Records Resources Code 21559.25; Public Resources 

Code 21083.3; Special Situations, Section 15182 of the State CEQA Guidelines; Categorical 
Exemption, and Section 15303 of the State CEQA Guidelines 

 
PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION:  Adopt resolution and recommended findings 

approving amendment to the Land Use Element of the Western Rosedale Specific Plan as 
requested; adopt resolution, recommended findings and enact ordinance approving the Zone 
Change as requested; adopt resolution and recommended findings approving Vesting Tentative 
Tract Map No. 7446, with the associated Development Variations and Limited Design Variations, 
subject to the recommended conditions of approval; and approve the request for Waiver of 
Signatures of Mineral Rights Owners 

 
BASIS FOR APPROVAL AND RECOMMENDED FINDINGS FOR SPECIFIC PLAN 

AMENDMENT: 
 

(1) This Board has determined that pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21166 and 
21083.3, and Section 15182 of the State CEQA Guidelines, said project qualifies as a 
special situation and does not require preparation of further environmental documents 
under the requirements of the Environmental Quality Act of 1970. 

 
County Staff has reviewed the Environmental Information Form submitted by the 
applicant, and it has been determined there are no project-specific significant effects for 
the Specific Plan Amendment No. 97, Map 101.  Pursuant to the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) and the Guidelines for the Implementation of CEQA, Section 15182, 
after a review of the proposed project and in light of the evidence in the record, Staff has 
made the determination that the requested actions for the Specific Plan Amendment No. 97, 
Map 101 do not require the preparation of subsequent environmental documentation based 
on the following: 

 
• As a result of the requested actions, no substantial changes are proposed in the project 

that will require major revisions to the Western Rosedale Specific Plan Final 
Environmental Impact Report because of the involvement of new significant 
environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified 
effects. 

 
• As a result of the requested actions, no substantial changes will occur with respect to 

the circumstances under which the project will be undertaken that will require major 
revisions to the Western Rosedale Specific Plan Final Environmental Impact Report 
because of the involvement of new significant environmental effects or a substantial 
increase in the severity of previously identified effects. 

 
• There is no new information of substantial importance that was not known or could not 

have been known at the time the Western Rosedale Specific Plan Final Environmental 
Impact Report was certified, and no new significant effects as a result of the requested 
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actions will occur that were not addressed in the Western Rosedale Specific Plan Final 
Environmental Impact Report. 

 
• The requested actions initiate the implementation of a project addressed in the Western 

Rosedale Specific Plan and previously analyzed in the Western Rosedale Specific Plan 
Final Environmental Impact Report, and the requested actions are in substantial 
conformance with that plan. 

 
• The requested actions do not require the preparation of subsequent environmental 

documentation as the conditions identified in Section 15162 do not occur.  
 
(2) The Specific Plan Amendment qualifies under Section 15303 as the amendment will 

support and promote the construction of residential units similar with criteria established 
under Section 15303. 

 
(3) The Specific Plan Amendment is consistent with the applicable provisions of the Western 

Rosedale Specific Plan and is consistent with the suburban, agricultural, and rural 
atmosphere. The LMR (Low Medium Residential) map code designation will remain 
consistent with the standards while maintaining compatibility with the surrounding 
residential development and planned land use pattern. 

 
(4) Approval of the requested Specific Plan Amendment will facilitate the development of 

residential housing that is compatible with the surrounding area and consistent with the 
goals of the Western Rosedale Specific Plan by increasing housing opportunities while 
maintaining continuity with existing residential neighborhoods and infrastructure. 

 
(5) The Specific Plan Amendment is consistent with the goals and provisions of the Western 

Rosedale Specific Plan which encourages a variety of housing opportunities, orderly 
expansion of urban development, and residential neighborhoods that are compatible with 
surrounding land uses. 

 
(6) As a result of the Specific Plan Amendment, future development of the property will 

remain subject to review through the Vesting Tentative Tract Map process, applicable 
improvement plans, and building permit review, and shall comply with all applicable Kern 
County Development Standards, conditions of approval, and requirements of the Land 
Division Ordinance prior to development. 

 
(7) This project is exempt from the provisions of CEQA pursuant to Public Resources Code 

21083.3 for projects that are consistent with applicable planning documents for which 
environmental review has previously been completed.   

 
(8) This project is exempt from the provisions of CEQA pursuant to Public Resources Code 

21159.25 for residential and mixed-use residential projects that are consistent with an 
adopted Specific Plan. 

 
BASIS FOR APPROVAL AND RECOMMENDED FINDINGS FOR ZONE CHANGE CASE: 
 

(1) This Board has determined that pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21166 and 
21083.3, and Section 15182 of the State CEQA Guidelines, said project qualifies as a 
special situation and does not require preparation of further environmental documents 
under the requirements of the Environmental Quality Act of 1970. 
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County Staff has reviewed the Environmental Information Form submitted by the 
applicant, and it has been determined there are no project-specific significant effects for 
the Zone Change Case No. 208, Map 101.  Pursuant to the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) and the Guidelines for the Implementation of CEQA, Section 15182, 
after a review of the proposed project and in light of the evidence in the record, Staff has 
made the determination that the requested actions for the Zone Change Case No. 208,  
Map 101 do not require the preparation of subsequent environmental documentation based 
on the following: 

 
• As a result of the requested actions, no substantial changes are proposed in the project 

that will require major revisions to the Western Rosedale Specific Plan Final 
Environmental Impact Report because of the involvement of new significant 
environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified 
effects. 

 
• As a result of the requested actions, no substantial changes will occur with respect to 

the circumstances under which the project will be undertaken that will require major 
revisions to the Western Rosedale Specific Plan Final Environmental Impact Report 
because of the involvement of new significant environmental effects or a substantial 
increase in the severity of previously identified effects. 

 
• There is no new information of substantial importance that was not known or could not 

have been known at the time the Western Rosedale Specific Plan Final Environmental 
Impact Report was certified, and no new significant effects as a result of the requested 
actions will occur that were not addressed in the Western Rosedale Specific Plan Final 
Environmental Impact Report. 

 
• The requested actions initiate the implementation of a project addressed in the Western 

Rosedale Specific Plan and previously analyzed in the Western Rosedale Specific Plan 
Final Environmental Impact Report, and the requested actions are in substantial 
conformance with that plan. 

 
• The requested actions do not require the preparation of subsequent environmental 

documentation as the conditions identified in Section 15162 do not occur.  
 

(2) The Zone Change qualifies under Section 15303 as the change in zoning will support and 
promote the construction of residential units similar with criteria established under Section 
15303.  

 
(3) This project is exempt from the provisions of CEQA pursuant to Public Resources Code 

21083.3 for projects that are consistent with applicable planning documents for which 
environmental review has previously been completed.   

 
(4) This project is exempt from the provisions of CEQA pursuant to Public Resources Code 

21159.25 for residential and mixed-use residential projects that are consistent with an 
adopted Specific Plan.   

 
(5) The proposed change in zone classification from A* (Exclusive Agriculture) [E (1) RS  

(Estate – 1 Acre Residential Suburban Combining) in suspense] to R-1 (Low-density 
Residential), E (1/4) (Estate – 1/4 Acre), and E (1/2) RS (Estate – 1/2 Acre Residential 
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Suburban Combining) is consistent with the Western Rosedale Specific Plan and will 
implement the proposed LMR (Low Medium Residential) land use designation while 
remaining compatible with surrounding residential development. 

 
(6) Approval of the requested Zone Change will allow development of residential lots that are 

compatible with surrounding residential uses, provide additional housing opportunities, 
and implement the residential development anticipated by the Western Rosedale Specific 
Plan. 

 
(7) The proposed R-1, E (1/4), and E (1/2) RS zone classifications are appropriate for the site 

because they implement the proposed Specific Plan land use designation, are consistent 
with the character of the surrounding area, and support orderly residential development 
consistent with County planning policies. 

 
(8) As a result of the Zone Change, development of the site shall remain subject to the Vesting 

Tentative Tract Map, conditions of approval, improvement plans, and all applicable 
provisions of the Kern County Zoning Ordinance and Land Division Ordinance prior to 
recordation of the Final Map and issuance of grading or building permits. 

 
(9) This Zone Change shall not become effective until such time that a final subdivision map 

is recorded. 
 
BASIS FOR APPROVAL AND RECOMMENDED FINDINGS FOR VESTING TENTATIVE 

TRACT MAP AND WAIVER OF SIGNATURES: 
 

(1) That the site is physically suitable for the proposed density of development. 
 
(2) That the design of the subdivision or the proposed improvements are not likely to cause 

substantial environmental damage or substantially and avoidably injure fish or wildlife or 
their habitat. 

 
(3) That the design of the subdivision or the proposed improvements are not likely to cause 

serious public health problems. 
 
(4) That the design of the subdivision or the type of improvements will not conflict with 

easements, acquired by the public at large, for access through or use of, property within the 
proposed subdivision. 

 
(5) Section 66473.1, Government Code states, “The design of the subdivision shall provide, to 

the extent feasible, for future passive or natural heating or cooling opportunities.” 
 

Recommendation:  The Board of Supervisors make a finding that the design of the 
subdivision provides for future passive or natural heating or cooling opportunities 
based on design and lot size allows most structures to be placed in an east-west 
alignment for exposure. 

 
(6) Section 66473.5, Government Code: states, “No local agency shall approve a map unless 

the legislative body shall find that the proposed subdivision, together with the provisions 
for its design and improvement, is consistent with any adopted specific plan.” 
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Recommendation.  The Board of Supervisors make a finding that the subdivision, 
together with the provisions for its design and improvement, is consistent with the 
various adopted elements of the Western Rosedale Specific Plan.   

 
(7) Section 66474, Government Code identifies seven (7) findings pertaining to denial of a 

tentative map. 
 

 Recommendation:  The Board of Supervisors make a finding that no substantial 
evidence has been presented that any of the findings mentioned in this Government 
Code section warrants denial of Vesting Tentative Tract Map 7446. 

 
(8) Section 65567, Government Code.  Requires a subdivision map to be consistent with the 

local open-space plan. 
 
 Recommendation.  That the Board of Supervisors make a finding that the subject 

tract is consistent with the Open Space and Conservation Element of the Western 
Rosedale Specific Plan. 

 
(9) The applicable provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act, the State CEQA 

Guidelines, and the Kern County Guidelines have been duly observed in conjunction with 
said hearing in the consideration of this matter and all of the previous proceedings relating 
thereto. 

 
(10) This Board has determined that pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21166 and 

21083.3, and Section 15182 of the State CEQA Guidelines, said project qualifies as a 
special situation and does not require preparation of further environmental documents 
under the requirements of the Environmental Quality Act of 1970. 

 
County Staff has reviewed the Environmental Information Form submitted by the 
applicant, and it has been determined there are no project-specific significant effects for 
the Vesting Tentative Tract Map  7446 (Type A – Bakerfield) (Map 101).  Pursuant to the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the Guidelines for the Implementation 
of CEQA, Section 15182, after a review of the proposed project and in light of the evidence 
in the record, Staff has made the determination that the requested actions for the Vesting 
Tentative Tract Map  7446 (Type A – Bakerfield) (Map 101) do not require the preparation 
of subsequent environmental documentation based on the following: 

 
• As a result of the requested actions, no substantial changes are proposed in the 

project that will require major revisions to the Western Rosedale Specific Plan 
Final Environmental Impact Report because of the involvement of new significant 
environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously 
identified effects. 
 

• As a result of the requested actions, no substantial changes will occur with respect 
to the circumstances under which the project will be undertaken that will require 
major revisions to the Western Rosedale Specific Plan Final Environmental Impact 
Report because of the involvement of new significant environmental effects or a 
substantial increase in the severity of previously identified effects. 
 



 
SPA #97, Map 101; ZCC #208, Map 101; 
VTTM 7446; Waiver of Signatures 
T: 09/17/26 - H: 09/29/2026 Page 27 

• There is no new information of substantial importance that was not known or could 
not have been known at the time the Western Rosedale Specific Plan Final 
Environmental Impact Report was certified, and no new significant effects as a 
result of the requested actions will occur that were not addressed in the Western 
Rosedale Specific Plan Final Environmental Impact Report. 
 

• The requested actions initiate the implementation of a project addressed in the 
Western Rosedale Specific Plan and previously analyzed in the Western Rosedale 
Specific Plan Final Environmental Impact Report, and the requested actions are in 
substantial conformance with that plan. 
 

• The requested actions do not require the preparation of subsequent environmental 
documentation as the conditions identified in Section 15162 do not occur.  

 
(11) The requested actions initiate the implementation of a residential project consistent with 

the established development density pursuant to Section 15182 of State CEQA Guidelines.  
 
(12) The requirement for road improvements is necessary for the protection of the public safety 

and welfare and is in compliance with Section 65909 of the California Government Code, 
inasmuch as the proposed development will generate more traffic in the immediate vicinity; 
and 

 
(13) The applicant has requested the following variations to the Subdivision Ordinance and/or 

Development Standards, and upon review the Planning Commission is recommending: 
 

Petition 2819:  A Development Variation to Section 18.55.050.B.1.j of the Land Division 
Ordinance to allow a cumulative dead-end road length exceeding 800 feet for lots zoned 
less than one acre. 

 
Recommendation:  Approve 
 
Findings: 

 
(a) Approval of the Development Variation is justified based on the fact that existing 

development to the east and west of the project site limits opportunities to extend 
local streets beyond the project boundaries.  As a result, the proposed street layout 
relies on a single north-south roadway connection through the subdivision, 
resulting in a cumulative dead-end road length exceeding 800 feet.  The proposed 
street design provides access to all lots while accommodating the surrounding 
development pattern. 
 

(b) Approval of the Development Variation will not be materially detrimental to the 
public health, safety, or welfare or to property or residents in the vicinity, as 
evidenced by the proposed street system has been designed to provide adequate 
access and circulation throughout the subdivision. The project will be subject to 
review by the Kern County Fire Department and Kern County Public Works 
Department to ensure compliance with applicable emergency access, roadway 
design and locations, and public safety requirements. 
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Petition 2820:  A Development Variation to Section 18.55.050.I.1 of the Land Division 
Ordinance to eliminate required equestrian trails where precluded by the location and 
design of the proposed subdivision. 

 
Recommendation:  Approve 
 
Findings: 
 

(a) Approval of the Development Variation is justified based on the fact that the 
approved equestrian trail identified in the Western Rosedale Specific Plan Trails 
Plan is two (2) miles from the project site. As a result, requiring the construction 
of an equestrian trail would not serve its intended purpose of providing 
connectivity within a broader trail network and would not be compatible with the 
overall character and design of the proposed subdivision. 

 
(b) Approval of the Development Variation will not be materially detrimental to the 

public health, safety, or welfare or to property or residents in the vicinity as 
elimination of the equestrian trail requirement will not disrupt any existing broader 
trail network or reduce public access to existing recreational facilities.  The 
surrounding area has been developed without equestrian trail connections, and the 
proposed subdivision will remain compatible with adjacent residential 
development and circulation patterns. 

Petition 2821.  Petition 2821. A Limited Design Variation to Section 18.55.050.F.4 of the 
Land Division Ordinance to authorize double-frontage lots. 

 
Recommendation:  Approve 
 
Findings: 

 
(a) Approval of the Limited Design Variation is justified based on the proposed 

subdivision design, which includes a six (6)-foot masonry wall and dedication of 
vehicular access along the northern project boundary prevents direct access from 
the lots to Hageman Road and Pacini Street.  As a result, access to Lots 1 through 9 
is provided from Caterpillar Court and Lots 64 through 70 is provided from 
New Holland Court, promoting safe and efficient circulation while maintaining the 
integrity of the subdivision design. 

 
(b) Approval of the Limited Design Variation will not be materially detrimental to the 

public health, safety, or welfare or to property or residents in the vicinity, as 
evidenced by the resulting lot configuration is consistent with the proposed 
subdivision design and does not adversely affect access, circulation, or 
compatibility with surrounding development. 

 
Petition 2822.  A Limited Design Variation to Section 18.55.050.F.6 of the Land Division 
Ordinance to authorize key (reverse corner) lots. 

 
Recommendation:  Approve 
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Findings: 
 

(a) Approval of the Limited Design Variation is justified based on the fact that the 
configuration and orientation of the proposed lots are influenced by the shape of 
the existing parcels, internal street layout and existing development surrounding 
the project site. The proposed lot arrangement allows for an efficient subdivision 
design while maintaining orderly circulation and providing access to the proposed 
residential lots. 

 
(b) Approval of the Limited Design Variation will not be materially detrimental to the 

public health, safety, or welfare or to property or residents in the vicinity, as 
evidenced by the resulting lot configuration is consistent with the proposed 
subdivision design and does not adversely affect access, circulation, or 
compatibility with surrounding development. 

 
(14) With respect to imposing park/recreation fees as recommended by the Planning 

Commission: 

(1) Tract No. 7446 is located within the jurisdiction of the North of the River Parks 
and Recreation Department. 

 
(2) The North of the River Parks and Recreation Department has developed a 

recreation element as part of its master plan, and the Board of Supervisors has 
approved said recreation element. 

 
(3) Said recreation element contains appropriate standards, principles, schedules, and 

procedures to implement Kern County Ordinance Code 18.50.080 et seq. as 
authorized by Government Code Sections 66477 et seq. 

 
(4) Kern County Land Division Ordinance requires findings pertaining to dedication 

of land or payment of fees in lieu for park sites. 
 
Recommendation.  That the Board of Supervisors make such findings noted therein 
for collection of park fees or land acquisition for the North of the River Parks and 
Recreation Department. 
 
(a) That the land, fees, or combination thereof are to be used only for the 

purpose of providing park or recreational facilities to serve the 
sub-division. 

 
(b) That the County has adopted a Recreation Element as part of its Specific 

Plan, and the proposed park or recreational facilities for which such land 
or fees or combination thereof are required are in accordance with definite 
principles and standards contained in such Recreation Element. 

 
(c) That the amount and location of land to be dedicated or the fees to be paid 

bear a reasonable relationship to the use of the park and recreational 
facilities for the future inhabitants of such subdivision. 
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(d) The time within which development of the park or recreational facilities 
must begin is contained within the Facilities Improvement Schedule as 
adopted by the North of the River Parks and Recreation Department. 

 
FINDINGS FOR WAIVER OF SIGNATURES OF MINERAL RIGHTS OWNERS: 

 
(1) Section 18.15.030.K.1. of the Kern County Land Division Ordinance states “Waiver of the 

requested signatures of the owners of interest can be determined to be in the public interest 
that development not be prevented.” 

 
Recommendation.  Make a finding that development of the subdivision will 
provide additional housing opportunities in keeping with the goals of the Land Use 
Element of the Western Rosedale Specific Plan.  Land Use Goal No. 2 encourages 
the development of future residential uses that are compatible with existing uses.  
The public interest will be served as the proposed development will implement 
residential development and serve the community.   

 
(2) Section 18.15.030.K.2. of the Kern County Land Division Ordinance states “It can be 

determined that the surface owner has exhausted all reasonable means for locating owners 
of interest and obtaining their signatures.” 

 
Recommendation.  Make a finding that evidence in the recording, including this 
staff report, contains information documenting the applicant’s attempt to obtain 
the consent from the mineral rights owner with rights of surface entry and make a 
finding that all reasonable means have been exhausted to obtain the consent of the 
mineral rights owners to sign the final map that will result from the approval of 
Vesting Tentative Tract No. 7446. 

 
(3) Section 18.15.030.K.3. of the Kern County Land Division Ordinance states “In the case of 

requests to waive the signatures of mineral rights owners, in addition to the above findings, 
it can be determined that the proposed tract provides for future development of mineral 
right through the establishment of a zoning district, pursuant to the Kern County Zoning 
Ordinance, that permits the exploration and extraction of the underlying minerals as a 
matter of right.” 

 
Recommendation.  Make a finding that Development of the subdivision will 
provide a zoning district for mineral rights. However, Staff notes, the existing 
surrounding developments do not include a zone district to allow for oil and/or gas 
uses. Therefore, Staff believes not including a zone district for such use is 
necessary.  

 
RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL FOR VESTING TENTATIVE TRACT MAP 
(Exhibit A): 
 

(1) Final subdivision map proposed to be recorded shall be in substantial conformance with 
the approved Tentative Map. 
 
(i) The developer shall update the Tentative Map to show construction of an 

eight (8)-foot-high solid masonry wall with bullnose capstone along the eastern 
property boundary adjacent to the area zoned E (1/2) RS  
(Estate - 1/2 acre - Residential Suburban Combining). A six (6)-foot-high solid 
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masonry wall shall be constructed along the remainder of the project perimeter, as 
shown on the Tentative Map. 

 
(ii) The developer shall update the Tentative Map to show a temporary turnaround at 

the northern terminus of Pacini Street in accordance with Section 18.55.030.A.2.a 
of the Land Division Ordinance, or as otherwise approved by the Kern County Fire 
Department and the Kern County Public Works Director.  

 
(iii) The developer shall update the Tentative Map to show a ten (10)-foot-wide 

landscape area along the outside wall of Lots 64 through 70 adjacent to 
Pacini Street and maintain a minimum 30-foot width for Pacini Street. The 
landscape area shall be shown on the Final Map and its maintenance shall be 
through annexation to an existing County Service Area (CSA) or by formation of 
a new CSA or as otherwise approved by the Kern County Public Works Director. 

 
(iv) The developer shall update the Tentative Map to show a 20-foot no-build setback 

measured from the proposed block wall along the rear property lines of Lots 64 
through 70. The no-build setback shall be shown on the Final Map and established 
by a recorded instrument acceptable to the Kern County Planning and Natural 
Resources Director. 

 
(2) Approval or conditional approval shall expire three (3) years from the date of approval of 

the Tract Map.  Extensions may be granted in accordance with Section 18.15.100.B 
(Expirations and Extensions – Extensions) of the Kern County Land Division Ordinance. 

 
(3) Vesting shall expire one (1) year beyond the recording of the final Map.  A one (1)-year 

extension may be granted by the Director of the Kern County Planning and Natural 
Resources Department in accordance with Section 18.40.040.C.3 of the Kern County Land 
Division Ordinance.  

 
(4) All related subdivision improvements for Tract 7446 shall be in accordance with the 

requirements of a Type “A” subdivision as noted in the Kern County Land Division 
Ordinance, Development Standards, and Western Rosedale Specific Plan. 

 
(5) If a conflict exists between the conditions of the Tentative Map and the Kern County Land 

Division Ordinance, then the Kern County Land Division Ordinance shall control unless 
specific variations have been granted by the County. 

 
(6) Developer shall quitclaim or abandon any easements or rights-of-way traversing lots prior 

to recordation of final Map. 
 
(7) Prior to submittal of final Map, final approval of full street names (including prefix and 

suffix) from the Kern County Planning and Natural Resources Department/Graphics Unit 
shall be submitted to the Kern County Public Works Department. 

 
(8) All parcels shall contain no less than the minimum area required by the adopted site zoning 

and shall comply with lot size and density requirements of the Western Rosedale Specific 
Plan.  Existing zoning, applicable to this tract is R-1 (Low-density Residential), which 
requires a minimum lot size of 6,000 square feet (net); E (1/4) (Estate – 1/4 acre), which 
requires a minimum lot size of 10,890 square feet (net); and E (1/2) RS  
(Estate - 1/2-acre -Residential Suburban Combining), which requires a minimum lot size 
of 21,780 square feet (net). 
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(9) Record, through Kern County Public Works Department, an irrevocable offer of dedication 
to the County of Kern of all subject property for Hageman Road, 55 feet in width, per the 
Kern County Development Standards and the Land Division Ordinance. 

 
(10) Record, through Kern County Public Works Department, an irrevocable offer of dedication 

to the County of Kern of all subject property for the westerly property frontage along 
Hesston Street, 30 feet in width, per the Kern County Development Standards and the Land 
Division Ordinance. 

 
(11) Record a public access easement of all subject property for all interior streets, 60 feet in 

width, including additional right-of-way for cul-de-sacs and knuckles, per the Kern County 
Development Standards and the Land Division Ordinance. 

 
(12) Dedicate vehicular access rights of all lots along Hageman Road, Pacini Street, the easterly 

property frontage, and the southerly property frontage. 
 
(13) Provide a 20-foot by 20-foot right-of-way corner cutoff at all intersections. 
 
(14) Under street improvement plans approved by the Kern County Public Works Department, 

construct Hageman Road project frontage to Type “A” Subdivision Standard, half-width 
arterial street, per the Kern County Development Standards and the Land Division 
Ordinance.  These improvements shall be, but not limited to, curb, gutter, sidewalk, 
wheelchair ramps, asphalt concrete, and the necessary tie-ins. 

 
(15) Under street improvement plans approved by the Kern County Public Works Department, 

construct the westerly project frontage along Hesston Street to Type “A” Subdivision 
Standard, half-width local street plus 10 feet, per the Kern County Development Standards 
and the Land Division Ordinance.  These improvements shall be, but not limited to, asphalt 
concrete and the necessary tie-ins. 

 
(16) Under street improvement plans approved by the Kern County Public Works Department, 

construct all interior streets to Type “A” Subdivision Standard, full-width local street, per 
the Kern County Development Standards and the Land Division Ordinance.  These 
improvements shall be, but not limited to, curb, gutter, sidewalk, wheelchair ramps, asphalt 
concrete, and the necessary tie-ins. 

 
(17) A striping plan and streetlight plan shall be included with the street improvement plans. 
 
(18) All new utility services shall be placed underground.  Underground utility construction 

shall be in accordance with the provisions of Public Utility Commission General Order 95.  
Any above-ground cabinets or facilities shall be screened in a manner approved by the 
Director of the Kern County Public Works Department.  Any above-ground cabinets or 
facilities located within the road right-of-way shall be permitted only upon approval by the 
Director of the Kern County Public Works Department.  Compliance with this requirement 
may result in the need to create public utility easements outside of the right-of-way. 

 
(19) Obstructions shall be relocated and/or removed pursuant to Section 18.55.030.A.6 of the 

Land Division Ordinance.  This shall include, but is not limited to, Quitclaim or 
Subordination of Rights to the County by all interest and easement holders having the right 
to place facilities or otherwise obstruct the free use of the road right-of-way.  Where major 
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facilities exist, a Common Use Agreement may be allowed when determined necessary by 
the Director of the Kern County Public Works Department. 

 
These entities should be contacted as soon as possible with regard to their facilities in the 
road rights-of-way to minimize delay of final Map approval. 

 
(20) Sewer must be connected to a regional wastewater treatment plant.  The applicant shall 

obtain a will-serve letter from North of River Sanitary District, or the appropriate sewer 
service provider, for sewage disposal. 

 
(21) Prior to recordation, the applicant shall submit an unconditional will-serve letter from 

Vaughn Water Company, acceptable to the Kern County Public Health 
Department/Environmental Health Division, indicating Vaughn Water Company’s intent 
and capability to provide water service to the project site. 

 
(22) In accordance with Section 18.55.050.I.10 and Section 18.55.050.I.11 of the Land Division 

Ordinance, street lighting and street sweeping  
 
(23) Tract 7446 is within the boundary of County Service Area (CSA) 71 for sewer planning.  

The following Zones of Benefit shall be extended: 
 

(a) Zone of Benefit 71.3 - for streetlight maintenance; 
(b) Zone of Benefit 71.5 - for street sweeping; 
(c) Zone of Benefit 71.7 - for drainage facilities maintenance; 
(d) Zone of Benefit 71.8 – for landscaping/wall maintenance. 
 
Streetlights shall be rate schedule LS-1.  Contact Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) to use 
the proper LED lighting. 
 
To minimize delay of final Map approval, the County Service Area establishment process 
should begin as soon as possible.   
 
All applicable County Service Area establishment fees shall be paid at the time of 
processing.  Applicant can reach the CSA Division at PW-CSA@kerncounty.com to begin 
process. 

 
(24) Subdivider shall dedicate land and/or pay in lieu fees, for park or recreational purposes, as 

determined by the North of the River Recreation and Park District, as required by Chapter 
18.96 of the Kern County Land Division Ordinance. 

 
(25) The applicant shall annex into the administrative boundaries of the North of the River Park 

Maintenance District. 
 
(26) Prior to recordation of a final Map, the subdivider shall dedicate 0.62 acres of land with 

free and clear title to North of the River Recreation and Park District based on a park land 
dedication requirement of 2.5 acres per 1,000 population in accordance with Chapters 
18.50.080 & 18.96 of the County of Kern Land Division Ordinance.  If the number of 
dwelling units increases or decreases upon recordation of a final Map(s), the park land 
requirement will change accordingly.  Prior to recordation of a final Map, the subdivider 
shall enter into an agreement with North of the River Recreation and Park District to 
implement and satisfy this condition. This subdivision is located within the boundaries of 

mailto:PW-CSA@kerncounty.com
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North of the River Recreation and Park District.  In accordance with Government Code 
Section 66020(d), the 90-day period in which the applicant may protest the imposition of 
the fee has begun. 

 
(27) Prior to recordation of any final Map, the subdivider shall record a covenant on the property 

disclosing the requirement to dedicate public park land pursuant to a park agreement with 
the North of the River Recreation and Park District.  Covenant shall be reviewed for 
approval by the North of the River Recreation and Park District prior to recordation. 
 

(28) The applicant shall pay park development fees for any residential development within the 
North of the River Recreation and Park District jurisdiction to help provide park facilities 
within the NOR area. All fees must be paid at the time of building permit issuance.  Fees 
required shall be the applicable amount in effect at the time a building permit is obtained. 

 
(29) If the subdivision is to be phased, additional improvements for circulation shall be provided 

as required by the Director of the Kern County Public Works Department. 
 
(30) The subdivider shall comply with the Standards and Rules and Regulations of the Kern 

County Environmental Health Department regarding sewage disposal and water supply and 
with the requirements of the Regional Water Quality Control Board. 

(31) Developer shall comply with requirements of the Kern County Fire Department regarding 
fire hydrants, fire flows, and hydrant maintenance. 

 
(a) Hydrant spacing within residential tracts shall be a maximum of 660 feet. 

(b) The minimum required flow is 1,500 gpm at 20 psi residual for 2 hours. 

(c) Fire hydrants shall be AWWA approved. 

(d) The water system shall be looped. 

(e) Per Uniform Fire Code 2000, Section 901.4.3, reflective markers shall be installed 
to identify hydrant locations. 

(f) The Kern County Fire Department must review and approve all water 
improvement plans prior to installation.  The Fire Department will perform fire 
flow tests prior to issuance of any certificates of occupancy. 

(g) Should the tract be phased, each phase shall be provided with the required fire 
protection. 

(h) Hydrants are to be maintained by an approved entity. 
 

(32) All fire access roads to each parcel must meet specifications set forth in Section 503.2 of 
the California Fire Code and the applicable Appendix and Ordinance Sections. 

 
(33) If drainage sumps are required, the sump shall be located no closer than 100 feet from any 

existing or proposed water well.  Sump perimeter fence shall be a six-foot-high solid 
masonry wall.  Wall shall be sealed with an approved anti-graffiti sealer.  If the right of 
public maintenance is to be guaranteed, those facilities with this requirement shall be 
fenced. 
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(34) If the sump is constructed and tract is not recorded, the sump site shall be returned to its 
original condition. 

 
(35) Final acceptance of the tract shall be contingent upon the subdivider providing within 

and/or outside the tract, drainage disposal facilities, methods, or easements that may be 
required to receive drainage and discharge or dispose of drainage and stormwaters from 
this tract.  Said facilities, methods, or easements shall be subject to approval of the Director 
of the Kern County Public Works Department. 

 
(36) An entity with taxing powers, such as a County Service Area (CSA), subject to approval 

by the Director of the Kern County Public Works Department, shall be formed prior to 
final Map recordation for the purpose of maintaining on-site and off-site drainage facilities. 

 
(37) The following note shall appear on the final Map: 

 
(a) All easements shall be kept open, clear, and free from buildings and structures of 

any kind pursuant to Chapters 18.50 and 18.55 of the Kern County Land Division 
Ordinance.  All obstructions, including utility poles and lines, trees, pole signs, 
fences, or similar obstructions, shall be removed from the ultimate rights-of-way.  
Compliance with this requirement is the responsibility of the applicant and may 
result in significant financial expenditures. 

(b) If any abandoned water wells are located within the development or discovered 
during excavation or grading, the Kern County Public Health 
Department/Environmental Health Division must be contacted to obtain 
information for the proper permitting and destruction procedures. 

 
(c) This project shall comply with San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District 

Rule 4901, which prohibits the use of wood burning fireplaces and wood burning 
heaters in new residential developments. 
 

(d) All appropriate sewer connection fees are to be paid prior to issuance of any 
building permit. 

 
(e) No building permit shall be issued until adequate access and adequate water supply 

for fire protection purposes is provided, as approved by the Kern County Fire 
Department. 
 

(f) Neighboring Business Activity Statement:  The County of Kern encourages 
operation of properly conducted businesses in agriculture, oil, mining, 
manufacturing, and other nonresidential operations within the County.  If the 
property you are purchasing is located near these businesses, you may be subject 
to inconveniences or discomforts arising from such operation to the extent allowed 
by law.  This notice does not waive your legal rights 

 
(38) The following note(s) shall appear on the final Map and all grading plans: 

 
(a) If, during development activities, any plugged, abandoned, or unrecorded well(s) 

are uncovered or damaged that were not part of the initial review, the property 
owner is expected to immediately notify the Department of Conservation/Geologic 
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Energy Management (CalGEM) Division’s construction site well review engineer 
in the Inland district office, and comply with all requirements of CalGEM. 

 
(b) Should any cultural materials be discovered during any grading or development, 

all work shall be halted and a qualified archaeologist/ historian shall be contacted 
to assess the finds and impose mitigation measures, if necessary, prior to the 
resumption of construction. 

 
(c) If human remains are discovered at any time on this property, work must halt in 

the area of the find, and the Kern County Coroner must be notified immediately 
(Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5).  The Kern County Planning and Natural 
Resources Department shall be notified immediately following Coroner 
notification. 

 
(d) During grading operations, the applicant for a development permit shall be 

responsible for the application of water to development sites to mitigate the impact 
of dust and PM-10 (particulates) emissions.  Spraying should be sufficient to 
ensure that soils remain damp, with the frequency of spraying dependent on 
weather conditions.  Verification of compliance will be the responsibility of the 
Kern County Public Works Department/Building Inspection Division. 

 
(e) During grading operations, all activity shall be restricted to periods of low wind to 

reduce dust emissions.  Verification of compliance will be the responsibility of the 
Kern County Public Works Department/Building Inspection Division. 

 
(f) Construction speed limits will be posted at 15 mph.  Verification of compliance 

will be the responsibility of the Kern County Public Works Department/Building 
Inspection Division.   

 
(g) Before any digging or excavation occurs, please contact Underground Service 

Alert (USA) by dialing 811 a minimum of two (2) working days prior to 
commencing any work.  This free and independent service will ensure that all 
existing underground utilities are identified and marked on-site.   

 
(h) Prior to grading and development, the applicant shall comply with the 

requirements of the applicable utility service provider(s) to ensure safety and 
prevent conflict with existing utility facilities. 
 

(i) All construction equipment shall be properly and routinely maintained, as 
recommended by manufacturer manuals, to control exhaust emissions. 
 

(j) Construction equipment shall be shut down when not in use for extended periods 
of time to reduce emissions associated with idling engines. 
 

(k) Electric construction equipment should be used whenever possible in lieu of fossil 
fuel-fired equipment. 

(l) Fugitive dust emissions from all disturbed areas, including storage piles, which are 
not being actively utilized for construction purposes, shall be stabilized using 
water, chemical stabilizers/suppressants, covered with a tarp or other suitable 
cover, or planted with vegetative ground cover. 
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(m) Fugitive dust emissions from all on-site unpaved roads and off-site access roads 
shall be stabilized through the use of water or chemical stabilizers/suppressants. 
 

(n) Fugitive dust emissions from all land clearing, grubbing, scraping, excavation, 
land leveling, grading, cut and fill, and demolition activities shall be controlled by 
applying water or by presoaking. 
 

(o) When materials are transported off site, all material shall be covered or effectively 
wetted to limit visible dust emissions, and at least six inches of freeboard space 
from the top of the container shall be maintained. 
 

(p) All operations shall limit or expeditiously remove the accumulation of mud or dirt 
from adjacent public streets at the end of each workday.  (The use of dry rotary 
brushes is expressly prohibited except where preceded or accompanied by 
sufficient wetting to limit the visible dust emissions.  Use of blower devices is 
expressly forbidden). 
 

(q) Fugitive dust emissions shall be controlled with the application of sufficient water 
or chemical stabilizers/suppressants whenever materials are added to, or removed 
from, outdoor storage piles. 
 

(r) Vegetation cover on the site shall be retained until construction begins. 
 

(39) The following notes shall appear on the final Map and all grading and construction plans: 
 

(a) It is unlawful for any person to do, or cause to be done, any of the following acts 
within the unincorporated areas of the County: 

 
To create noise from construction, between the hours of 9:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. 
on weekdays and 9:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m. on weekends, which is audible to a 
person with average hearing faculties or capacity at a distance of 150 feet from the 
construction site, if the construction site is within 1,000 feet of an occupied 
residential dwelling except where the Director of the Planning and Natural 
Resources Department or his designated representative may for good cause exempt 
some construction work for a limited time; and 
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INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 
 

 
To: Daisy Gaeta, Planner II Date: September 9, 2026 

From: Emily Manriquez, EHT  
Subject: SPA 97, Map 101 ZCC 208, Map 101 VTTR 7446  
APN(s): 463-160-11, -13 & -53  

 
 

The Kern County Environmental Health Division has reviewed the above referenced project.  
This Division has the local regulatory authority to enforce state regulations and local codes as 
they relate to waste discharge, water supply requirements, and other items that may affect the 
health and safety of the public or that may be detrimental to the environment. 

 
The Environmental Health Division requests that the following condition(s) be placed on the 
subject project.  
 

1. Prior to approval the applicant shall submit a conditional “will serve” letter from Vaughn 
Water Company stating its intent and ability to provide potable water for the proposed 
project. Prior to approval the applicant shall submit a conditional “will serve” from 
North of the River sanitation stating it’s intent and ability to provide sewer service to the 
proposed project.  

 
2. Prior to recordation the applicant shall submit an unconditional “will serve” letter from 

Vaughn Water Company stating its intent and ability to provide potable water for the 
proposed project. Prior to recordation applicant shall submit an unconditional “will 
serve” letter from North of the River Sanitation stating its intent and ability to provide 
sewer service to the proposed project. 

a. If a sewer exemption is reviewed and approved by the Public Works Sewer 
Department, the applicant shall submit a septic feasibility study to 
Environmental Health. 
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PLANNING COMMISSION 
RESOLUTIONS 



BEFORE THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

COUNTY OF KERN, STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 

                                                                 

 

In the matter of: 

 

 RESOLUTION NO. 144-26 

 

 

APPLICATION FOR SPECIFIC PLAN AMENDMENT CASE NO. 97, MAP 101 

 

South side of Hageman Road, approximately 1/4 mile east of Nord Avenue in the Bakersfield area  

(APNs: 463-160-11, -13 & -53)  

Batey Family Farms and O’Connell Investments, LLC by Batey Homes (PP25175) 

 

FINDINGS AND DETERMINATION       

 

I, Craig M. Murphy, Secretary of the Planning Commission of the County of Kern, State of California, do hereby 

certify that the following resolution, proposed by Ms. Skidmore, seconded by Mr. Brooks, was duly passed and adopted by 

said Planning Commission at an official meeting hereof this 23rd day of July, 2026, by the following vote, to wit: 

AYES:  Brooks, Dunbar, Oliver, Skidmore  

NOES:  none 

ABSTAINED:  none 

ABSENT:  Ashley 

   

    

                                                                                      SECRETARY OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION          

                                                                                         COUNTY OF KERN, STATE OF CALIFORNIA              

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

R E S O L U T I O N 

 

SECTION 1.  WHEREAS: 

(a)  Pursuant to the California Government Code, Title 7, Sections 65354 and 65453 (known as the Planning and 

Zoning Law), the Kern County Planning Commission considers proposed amendments to the County's General and Specific 

Plans and must provide a recommendation on all such proposed amendments to the Kern County Board of Supervisors; and 

(b)  Pursuant to said Sections 65354 and 65453, such advisory actions shall be considered by the Planning 

Commission prior to consideration by the Board of Supervisors, following submission of an application containing the 

information specified in the applicable section of this title and a properly noticed public hearing; and 
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(c)  The Kern County Planning and Natural Resources Department has received an application pertaining to a parcel 

of real property which is located within that portion of the unincorporated area of the County for which an official Zoning 

Map has been adopted under Section 7297.342 of said Ordinance Code and for which precise land use and zoning regulations 

are in effect; and 

(d)  Said parcel of real property is described as follows: 

APN:  463-160-11, -13, & -53 

 

Section 21, Township 29 South, Range 26 East MDB&M, County of Kern, State of California (A complete 

legal description is on file with the Kern County Planning and Natural Resources Department); and 

 

(e)  Said application has been made in accordance with requirements of the Planning and Natural Resources 

Department, and requests an amendment of the Land Use Element of the Western Rosedale Specific Plan from Map Code 

ER (Estate Residential - Minimum 1 Net Acre/Unit) to LMR (Low Medium Density Residential - Less Than or Equal to 

10 Dwelling Units/Net Acre); and  

(f)  The Planning and Natural Resources Department has reviewed the matter and prepared a report containing 

detailed description and analysis of the proposed amendment to the Specific Plan, (copy of the report is on file with the 

Planning and Natural Resources Department and incorporated herein by this reference as if set forth in full); and  

(g)  Said application has been made in the form and in the manner prescribed by the Planning and Natural Resources 

Department and is on file with the Secretary of this Commission, designated as above, and reference is hereby made thereto 

for further particulars; and 

(h)  The Secretary of this Commission has caused notice to be duly given of a public hearing in this matter in 

accordance with law, as evidenced by the affidavit of publication and the affidavit of mailing on file with the Secretary of 

this Commission; and 

(i)  Said notice of hearing stated that the Planning and Natural Resources Department has determined that the 

activity in question is included on the list of classes of projects which have been determined not to have a significant effect 

on the environment and this Commission concurs with this determination and that, therefore, under the provisions of Public 

Records Resources Code 21159.25, Public Resources Code 21083.3, Public Resources Code 21159.24, Special Situations, 

Section 15182 of the State CEQA Guidelines, Categorical Exemption, Section 15303 of the State CEQA Guidelines, and 

Government Code 65457, it is exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act; and 
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(j)  Said public hearing has been duly and timely conducted, during which the proposal was explained by a 

representative of the Planning and Natural Resources Department and all persons so desiring were duly heard; and 

(k)  During said hearing and prior to consideration of the merits of said matter, this Commission called for any 

objections to the dispensing with an environmental impact report; and 

(l)  This Commission has considered the recommendation of the Planning and Natural Resources Department and 

all the testimony presented during said public hearing, after which said public hearing was concluded. 

SECTION 2.  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the Planning Commission of the County of Kern, 

as follows: 

(a)  This Commission finds that the facts recited above are true and that this Commission has jurisdiction to consider 

the subject of this resolution; and 

(b)  After careful consideration of all facts and evidence as presented at said hearing, it is the decision of the Planning 

Commission that the application herein described be recommended for A P P R O V A L, as recommended by Staff, by the 

Board of Supervisors, in accordance with the findings contained in this Resolution; and 

(c)  The findings of this Commission upon which its decision is based are as follows: 

(1) This Planning Commission has determined that pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21166 

and 21083.3, and Section 15182 of the State CEQA Guidelines, said project qualifies as a special 

situation and does not require preparation of further environmental documents under the 

requirements of the Environmental Quality Act of 1970. 

 

County Staff has reviewed the Environmental Information Form submitted by the applicant, and it 

has been determined there are no project-specific significant effects for the Specific Plan 

Amendment No. 97; Map 101.  Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and 

the Guidelines for the Implementation of CEQA, Section 15182, after a review of the proposed 

project and in light of the evidence in the record, Staff has made the determination that the requested 

actions for the Specific Plan Amendment No. 97; Map 101 do not require the preparation of 

subsequent environmental documentation based on the following: 

 

• As a result of the requested actions, no substantial changes are proposed in the project that 

will require major revisions to the Western Rosedale Specific Plan Final Environmental 

Impact Report because of the involvement of new significant environmental effects or a 

substantial increase in the severity of previously identified effects. 

 

• As a result of the requested actions, no substantial changes will occur with respect to the 

circumstances under which the project will be undertaken that will require major revisions 

to the Western Rosedale Specific Plan Final Environmental Impact Report because of the 

involvement of new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the 

severity of previously identified effects. 



SPA #97, Map 101 

July 23, 2026 Page 4 

 

• There is no new information of substantial importance that was not known or could not 

have been known at the time the Western Rosedale Specific Plan Final Environmental 

Impact Report was certified, and no new significant effects as a result of the requested 

actions will occur that were not addressed in the Western Rosedale Specific Plan Final 

Environmental Impact Report. 

 

• The requested actions initiate the implementation of a project addressed in the Western 

Rosedale Specific Plan and previously analyzed in the Western Rosedale Specific Plan 

Final Environmental Impact Report, and the requested actions are in substantial 

conformance with that plan. 

 

• The requested actions do not require the preparation of subsequent environmental 

documentation as the conditions identified in Section 15162 do not occur.  

 

(2) The Specific Plan Amendment qualifies under Section 15303 as the amendment will support and 

promote the construction of residential units similar with criteria established under Section 15303. 

 

(3) The Specific Plan Amendment is consistent with the applicable provisions of the Western Rosedale 

Specific Plan and is consistent with the suburban, agricultural, and rural atmosphere. The LMR 

(Low Medium Residential) map code designation will remain consistent with the standards while 

maintaining compatibility with the surrounding residential development and planned land use 

pattern. 

 

(4) Approval of the requested Specific Plan Amendment will facilitate the development of residential 

housing that is compatible with the surrounding area and consistent with the goals of the Western 

Rosedale Specific Plan by increasing housing opportunities while maintaining continuity with 

existing residential neighborhoods and infrastructure. 

 

(5) The Specific Plan Amendment is consistent with the goals and provisions of the Western Rosedale 

Specific Plan which encourages a variety of housing opportunities, orderly expansion of urban 

development, and residential neighborhoods that are compatible with surrounding land uses. 

 

(6) As a result of the Specific Plan Amendment, future development of the property will remain subject 

to review through the Vesting Tentative Tract Map process, applicable improvement plans, and 

building permit review, and shall comply with all applicable Kern County Development Standards, 

conditions of approval, and requirements of the Land Division Ordinance prior to development. 

 

(7) This project is exempt from the provisions of CEQA pursuant to Public Resources Code 21083.3 

for projects that are consistent with applicable planning documents for which environmental review 

has previously been completed.   

 

(8) This project is exempt from the provisions of CEQA pursuant to Public Resources Code 21159.24 

for qualifying infill housing developments located within an urbanized area and in proximity to 

transit.  The project will promote infill residential development in areas planned for urban growth. 

 

(9) This project is exempt from the provisions of CEQA pursuant to Public Resources Code 21159.25 

for residential and mixed-use residential projects that are consistent with an adopted Specific Plan; 

and   

 

(d)  The Secretary of this Commission shall cause copies of this resolution to be transmitted to the following: 
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Batey Family Farms (applicant) 

O’Connell Investments, LLC (applicant) 

LiUNA (1) 

File (3) 

 

 

 

an

 



BEFORE THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

COUNTY OF KERN, STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

   __________________________________ 

In the matter of: 

RESOLUTION NO. 145-26 

APPLICATION FOR ZONE CHANGE CASE NO. 208, MAP 101 

South side of Hageman Road, approximately 1/4 mile east of Nord Avenue in the Bakersfield area 

(APNs: 463-160-11, -13 & -53)  

Batey Family Farms and O’Connell Investments, LLC by Batey Homes (PP25175) 

FINDINGS AND DETERMINATION 

I, Craig M. Murphy, Secretary of the Planning Commission of the County of Kern, State of California, do hereby 

certify that the following resolution, proposed by Ms. Skidmore, seconded by Mr. Brooks, was duly passed and adopted by 

said Planning Commission at an official meeting hereof this 23rd day of July, 2026, by the following vote, to wit: 

AYES:  Brooks, Dunbar, Oliver, Skidmore  

NOES:  none 

ABSTAINED:  none 

ABSENT:  Ashley 

      SECRETARY OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION         

   COUNTY OF KERN, STATE OF CALIFORNIA   

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------- 

R E S O L U T I O N 

SECTION 1.  WHEREAS: 

(a) Pursuant to the California Government Code, Title 7, Section 65000, et seq.  (known as the Planning and Zoning

Law), the Kern County Board of Supervisors has adopted the Official Land Use and Zoning Ordinance for the County of 

Kern (Ordinance Code of Kern County, Chapter 19.02, et seq.), herein called the Zoning Ordinance; and 
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(b)  The Zoning Ordinance establishes various classes of zones, prescribes land uses and regulations for the various 

zones, and adopts zoning maps for the purposes of dividing the County into zones and showing the zone boundaries; and 

(c)  The Zoning Ordinance regulates the use of buildings, structures, and land, as between agriculture, industry, 

business, residence, and other purposes, and other uses more specifically set forth in Section 65850 of said Government 

Code; and 

(d)  The Kern County Planning and Natural Resources Department has received an application pertaining to a parcel 

of real property which is located within that portion of the unincorporated area of the County for which an official Zoning 

Map has been adopted under Section 7297.342 of said Ordinance Code and for which precise land use and zoning regulations 

are in effect; and 

(e)  Said parcel of real property is described as follows: 

 APN:  463-160-11, -13, & -53 

 

Section 21, Township 29 South, Range 26 East MDB&M, County of Kern, State of 

California (A complete legal description is on file with the Kern County Planning and 

Natural Resources Department); and 

 

(f)  Said application has been made pursuant to provisions of Chapter 19.112 of said Ordinance Code, and requests 

a zone change insofar as said requirements are applicable to the aforedescribed parcel of real property, and more particularly 

a change in zone classification from A* (Exclusive Agriculture) [E (1) RS (Estate - 1 acre - Residential Suburban Combin-

ing) in suspense] to R-1 (Low-density Residential), E (1/4) (Estate - 1/4 acre), and E (1/2) RS (Estate - 1/2 acre - Residential 

Suburban Combining); on three (3) parcels of record, totaling an approximate 34.24 acres; and 

(g)  Said application has been made in the form and in the manner prescribed by said Zoning Ordinance and is on 

file with the Secretary of this Commission, designated as above, and reference is hereby made thereto for further particulars; 

and 

(h)  The Secretary of this Commission has caused notice to be duly given of a public hearing in this matter in 

accordance with law, as evidenced by the affidavit of publication and the affidavit of mailing on file with the Secretary of 

this Commission; and 

(i)  Said notice of hearing stated that the Planning and Natural Resources Department has determined that the 

activity in question is included on the list of classes of projects which have been determined not to have a significant effect 
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on the environment and this Commission concurs with this determination and that, therefore, under the provisions of Public 

Records Resources Code 21159.25, Public Resources Code 21083.3, Public Resources Code 21159.24, Special Situations, 

Section 15182, Categorical Exemption, Section 15303 of the State CEQA Guidelines, and Government Code 65457, it is 

exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act; and 

(j)  Said public hearing has been duly and timely conducted, during which the proposal was explained by a 

representative of the Planning and Natural Resources Department and all persons so desiring were duly heard; and 

(k)  During said hearing and prior to consideration of the merits of said matter, this Commission called for any 

objections to the dispensing with an environmental impact report; and 

(l)  This Commission has considered the recommendation of the Planning and Natural Resources Department and 

all the testimony presented during said public hearing, after which said public hearing was concluded. 

SECTION 2.  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the Planning Commission of the County of Kern, 

as follows: 

(a)  This Commission finds that the facts recited above are true and that this Commission has jurisdiction to consider 

the subject of this resolution; and 

(b)  After careful consideration of all facts and evidence as presented at said hearing, it is the decision of the 

Planning Commission that the application herein described be recommended for A P P R O V A L, as recommended by 

Staff, by the Board of Supervisors, for the reasons specified in this Resolution; and 

(c)  The findings of this Commission upon which its decision is based are as follows: 

 

(1) This Planning Commission has determined that pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21166 

and 21083.3, and Section 15182 of the State CEQA Guidelines, said project qualifies as a special 

situation and does not require preparation of further environmental documents under the 

requirements of the Environmental Quality Act of 1970. 

 

County Staff has reviewed the Environmental Information Form submitted by the applicant, and 

it has been determined there are no project-specific significant effects for the Zone Change Case 

No. 208; Map 101.  Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the 

Guidelines for the Implementation of CEQA, Section 15182, after a review of the proposed project 

and in light of the evidence in the record, Staff has made the determination that the requested 

actions for the Zone Change Case No. 208; Map 101 do not require the preparation of subsequent 

environmental documentation based on the following: 

 

• As a result of the requested actions, no substantial changes are proposed in the project that 

will require major revisions to the Western Rosedale Specific Plan Final Environmental 
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Impact Report because of the involvement of new significant environmental effects or a 

substantial increase in the severity of previously identified effects. 

 

• As a result of the requested actions, no substantial changes will occur with respect to the 

circumstances under which the project will be undertaken that will require major revisions 

to the Western Rosedale Specific Plan Final Environmental Impact Report because of the 

involvement of new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the 

severity of previously identified effects. 

 

• There is no new information of substantial importance that was not known or could not 

have been known at the time the Western Rosedale Specific Plan Final Environmental 

Impact Report was certified, and no new significant effects as a result of the requested 

actions will occur that were not addressed in the Western Rosedale Specific Plan Final 

Environmental Impact Report. 

 

• The requested actions initiate the implementation of a project addressed in the Western 

Rosedale Specific Plan and previously analyzed in the Western Rosedale Specific Plan 

Final Environmental Impact Report, and the requested actions are in substantial 

conformance with that plan. 

 

• The requested actions do not require the preparation of subsequent environmental 

documentation as the conditions identified in Section 15162 do not occur.  

 

(2) The Zone Change qualifies under Section 15303 as the change in zoning will support and promote 

the construction of residential units similar with criteria established under Section 15303.  

 

(3) This project is exempt from the provisions of CEQA pursuant to Public Resources Code 21083.3 

for projects that are consistent with applicable planning documents for which environmental review 

has previously been completed.   

 

(4) This project is exempt from the provisions of CEQA pursuant to Public Resources Code 21159.24 

for qualifying infill housing developments located within an urbanized area and in proximity to 

transit.  The project will promote infill residential development in areas planned for urban growth. 

 

(5) This project is exempt from the provisions of CEQA pursuant to Public Resources Code 21159.25 

for residential and mixed-use residential projects that are consistent with an adopted Specific Plan.   

 

(6) The proposed change in zone classification from A* (Exclusive Agriculture) [E (1) RS  

(Estate – 1 Acre Residential Suburban Combining) in suspense] to R-1 (Low Density Residential), 

E (1/4) (Estate – 1/4 Acre), and E (1/2) RS (Estate – 1/2 Acre Residential Suburban Combining) is 

consistent with the Western Rosedale Specific Plan and will implement the proposed LMR (Low 

Medium Residential) land use designation while remaining compatible with surrounding residential 

development. 

 

(7) Approval of the requested Zone Change will allow development of residential lots that are 

compatible with surrounding residential uses, provide additional housing opportunities, and 

implement the residential development anticipated by the Western Rosedale Specific Plan. 

 

(8) The proposed R-1, E (1/4), and E (1/2) RS zone classifications are appropriate for the site because 

they implement the proposed Specific Plan land use designation, are consistent with the character 
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of the surrounding area, and support orderly residential development consistent with County 

planning policies. 

 

(9) As a result of the Zone Change, development of the site shall remain subject to the Vesting 

Tentative Tract Map, conditions of approval, improvement plans, and all applicable provisions of 

the Kern County Zoning Ordinance and Land Division Ordinance prior to recordation of the Final 

Map and issuance of grading or building permits. 

 

(10) This Zone Change shall not become effective until such time that a final subdivision map is 

recorded; and 

 

(d)  The Secretary of this Commission shall cause copies of this resolution to be transmitted to the following: 

Batey Family Farms (applicant) 

O’Connell Investments, LLC (applicant)  

LiUNA (1) 

File (3) 

 

 

 

 

an 

 



 BEFORE THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

 COUNTY OF KERN, STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 

In the matter of: 

 RESOLUTION NO. 146-26 

 

APPLICATION FOR VESTING TENTATIVE TRACT 7446 WITH VARIATIONS AND WAIVER OF 

SIGNATURES 

 

South side of Hageman Road, approximately 1/4 mile east of Nord Avenue in the Western Rosedale area  

(APNs: 463-160-11, -13 & -53)  

Batey Family Farms and O’Connell Investments, LLC by Batey Homes (PP25175) 

 

FINDINGS AND DETERMINATION       

 

I, Craig M. Murphy, Secretary of the Planning Commission of the County of Kern, State of California, do hereby 

certify that the following resolution, proposed by Ms. Skidmore, seconded by Mr. Brooks, was duly passed and adopted by 

said Planning Commission at an official meeting hereof 23rd day of  July, 2026, by the following vote, to wit: 

AYES:  Brooks, Dunbar, Oliver, Skidmore 

NOES:  None 

ABSTAINED:  None 

ABSENT:  Ashley 

 

  

 SECRETARY OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

 COUNTY OF KERN, STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 

 

 

 R E S O L U T I O N 

 

SECTION 1.  WHEREAS: 

(a)  Pursuant to Section 18.10.025 of the Ordinance Code of Kern County, this Commission is the designated 

Advisory Agency (Government Code Section 66415) for tentative subdivision maps and charged with the duty of imposing 

requirements or conditions on proposed divisions of real property and having the authority to approve, conditionally 

approve, or disapprove maps; and 
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 (b)  The Kern County Planning and Natural Resources Department has received an application pertaining to a 

parcel of real property which is located within that portion of the unincorporated area of the County for which an official 

Zoning Map has been adopted under Section 7297.342 of said Ordinance Code; and 

 (c)  Said parcel of real property is described as follows: 

 

 APN:  463-160-11, -13, & -53 

 

Section 21, Township 29 South, Range 26 East MDB&M, County of Kern, State of 

California (A complete legal description is on file with the Kern County Planning and 

Natural Resources Department Department); and 

 

(d)  Said application has been made pursuant to provisions of Chapter 18.15 of said Ordinance Code, and 

Batey Family Farms and O’Connell Investments, LLC by Batey Homes (PP25175) has filed a Tentative Map for 

Vesting Tentative Tract Map  7446 proposing to divide a 34.24-acre (gross) site into 77 residential lots ranging in size from 

8,601 square feet (net) to 29,843 square feet (net), and a 4.24-acre (net) sump lot; with Development Variations to the Land 

Division Ordinance to allow a cumulative dead-end road length exceeding 800 feet for lots zoned less than one (1) acre 

(Section 18.55.050.B.1.j) and to eliminate required equestrian trails where precluded by the location and design of the 

proposed subdivision (Section 18.55.050.I.1); and with Limited Design Variations to the Land Division Ordinance to 

authorize double frontage lots (Section 18.55.050.F.4) and key (reverse corner) lots (Section 18.55.050.F.6); and Request 

for Waiver of Signatures of Mineral Rights Owners in accordance with Section 18.15.030.K. of Kern County Land Division 

Ordinance; and 

(e)  The Kern County Planning and Natural Resources Department has prepared and filed with the Secretary of this 

Commission a report containing its and the Subdivision Review Committee’s recommendations relating to the Tentative 

Map, petitions for variations to the Subdivision Ordinance and/or Subdivision Standards, and environmental considerations; 

and 

(f)  A copy of said report has been served on the subdivider and has been on file with the Secretary of this 

Commission and available for examination during regular business hours by any interested persons since this matter was 

noticed for hearing; and 
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(g)  The Subdivision Review Committee has recommended certain conditions be imposed on the approval of said 

Tentative Map as follows: 

(1) Final subdivision map proposed to be recorded shall be in substantial conformance with the 

approved Tentative Map. 

 

(i) The developer shall update the Tentative Map to show construction of an eight-foot-high 

solid masonry wall with bullnose capstone along the eastern property boundary adjacent to 

the area zoned E (1/2) RS (Estate - 1/2 acre - Residential Suburban Combining). A six-

foot-high solid masonry wall shall be constructed along the remainder of the project 

perimeter, as shown on the Tentative Map. 

 

(ii) The developer shall update the Tentative Map to show a temporary turnaround at the 

northern terminus of Pacini Street in accordance with Section 18.55.030.A.2.a of the Land 

Division Ordinance, or as otherwise approved by the Kern County Fire Department and 

the Kern County Public Works Director.  

 

(iii) The developer shall update the Tentative Map to show a ten- (10-) foot-wide landscape 

area along the outside wall of Lots 64 through 70 adjacent to Pacini Street, and maintain a 

minimum thirty (30) foot width for Pacini Street. The landscape area shall be shown on the 

Final Map and its maintenance shall be through annexation to an existing County Service 

Area (CSA) or by formation of a new CSA or as otherwise approved by the Kern County 

Public Works Director. 

 

(iv) The developer shall update the Tentative Map to show a twenty- (20-) foot no-build setback 

measured from the proposed block wall along the rear property lines of Lots 64 through 

70. The no-build setback shall be shown on the Final Map and established by a recorded 

instrument acceptable to the Kern County Planning and Natural Resources Director. 

 

(2) Approval or conditional approval shall expire three (3) years from the date of approval of the 

Tract Map.  Extensions may be granted in accordance with Section 18.15.100.B (Expirations and 

Extensions – Extensions) of the Kern County Land Division Ordinance. 

 

(3) Vesting shall expire one (1) year beyond the recording of the final Map.  A one-(1-)year extension 

may be granted by the Director of the Kern County Planning and Natural Resources Department in 

accordance with Section 18.40.040.C.3 of the Kern County Land Division Ordinance.  

 

(4) All related subdivision improvements for Tract 7446 shall be in accordance with the requirements 

of a Type “A” subdivision as noted in the Kern County Land Division Ordinance, 

Development Standards, and Western Rosedale Specific Plan. 

 

(5) If a conflict exists between the conditions of the Tentative Map and the Kern County Land Division 

Ordinance, then the Kern County Land Division Ordinance shall control unless specific variations 

have been granted by the County. 

 

(6) Developer shall quitclaim or abandon any easements or rights-of-way traversing lots prior to 

recordation of final Map. 
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(7) Prior to submittal of final Map, final approval of full street names (including prefix and suffix) 

from the Kern County Planning and Natural Resources Department/Graphics Unit shall be 

submitted to the Kern County Public Works Department. 

 

(8) All parcels shall contain no less than the minimum area required by the adopted site zoning and 

shall comply with lot size and density requirements of the Western Rosedale Specific Plan.  

Existing zoning, applicable to this tract is R-1 (Low-density Residential, which requires a minimum 

lot size of 6,000 square feet (net); E (1/4) (Estate – 1/4 acre), which requires a minimum lot size of 

10,890 square feet (net); and E (1/2) RS (Estate - 1/2-acre -Residential Suburban Combining), 

which requires a minimum lot size of 21,780 square feet (net). 

 

(9) Record, through Kern County Public Works Department, an irrevocable offer of dedication to the 

County of Kern of all subject property for Hageman Road, 55 feet in width, per the Kern County 

Development Standards and the Land Division Ordinance. 

 

(10) Record, through Kern County Public Works Department, an irrevocable offer of dedication to the 

County of Kern of all subject property for the westerly property frontage along Hesston Street, 30 

feet in width, per the Kern County Development Standards and the Land Division Ordinance. 

 

(11) Record a public access easement of all subject property for all interior streets, 60 feet in width, 

including additional right-of-way for cul-de-sacs and knuckles, per the Kern County Development 

Standards and the Land Division Ordinance. 

 

(12) Dedicate vehicular access rights of all lots along Hageman Road, Pacini Street, the easterly property 

frontage, and the southerly property frontage. 

 

(13) Provide a 20-foot by 20-foot right of way corner cutoff at all intersections. 

 

(14) Under street improvement plans approved by the Kern County Public Works Department, construct 

Hageman Road project frontage to Type “A” Subdivision Standard, half-width arterial street, per 

the Kern County Development Standards and the Land Division Ordinance.  These improvements 

shall be, but not limited to, curb, gutter, sidewalk, wheelchair ramps, asphalt concrete, and the 

necessary tie-ins. 

 

(15) Under street improvement plans approved by the Kern County Public Works Department, construct 

the westerly project frontage along Hesston Street to Type “A” Subdivision Standard, half-width 

local street plus 10 feet, per the Kern County Development Standards and the Land Division 

Ordinance.  These improvements shall be, but not limited to, asphalt concrete and the necessary 

tie-ins. 

 

(16) Under street improvement plans approved by the Kern County Public Works Department, construct 

all interior streets to Type “A” Subdivision Standard, full-width local street, per the Kern County 

Development Standards and the Land Division Ordinance.  These improvements shall be, but not 

limited to, curb, gutter, sidewalk, wheelchair ramps, asphalt concrete, and the necessary tie-ins. 

 

(17) A striping plan and streetlight plan shall be included with the street improvement plans. 

 

(18) All new utility services shall be placed underground.  Underground utility construction shall be in 

accordance with the provisions of Public Utility Commission General Order 95.  Any above-ground 

cabinets or facilities shall be screened in a manner approved by the Director of the Kern County 

Public Works Department.  Any above-ground cabinets or facilities located within the road 



 
VTTM 7446; Waiver of Signatures 

July 26, 2026 Page 5 

right-of-way shall be permitted only upon approval by the Director of the Kern County Public 

Works Department.  Compliance with this requirement may result in the need to create public utility 

easements outside of the right-of-way. 

 

(19) Obstructions shall be relocated and/or removed pursuant to Section 18.55.030.A.6 of the Land 

Division Ordinance.  This shall include, but is not limited to, Quitclaim or Subordination of Rights 

to the County by all interest and easement holders having the right to place facilities or otherwise 

obstruct the free use of the road right-of-way.  Where major facilities exist, a Common Use 

Agreement may be allowed when determined necessary by the Director of the Kern County Public 

Works Department. 

 

These entities should be contacted as soon as possible with regard to their facilities in the road 

rights-of-way to minimize delay of final Map approval. 

 

(20) Sewer must be connected to a regional wastewater treatment plant.  The applicant shall obtain a 

will-serve letter from North of River Sanitary District, or the appropriate sewer service provider, 

for sewage disposal. 

 

(21) Prior to recordation, the applicant shall submit an unconditional will-serve letter from 

Vaughn Water Company, acceptable to the Kern County Public Health Department/Environmental 

Health Division, indicating Vaughn Water Company’s intent and capability to provide water 

service to the project site. 

 

(22) In accordance with Section 18.55.050.I.10 and Section 18.55.050.I.11 of the Land Division 

Ordinance, street lighting and street sweeping  

 

(23) Tract 7446 is within the boundary of County Service Area (CSA) 71 for sewer planning.  The 

following Zones of Benefit shall be extended: 

 

(a) Zone of Benefit 71.3 - for streetlight maintenance; 

(b) Zone of Benefit 71.5 - for street sweeping; 

(c) Zone of Benefit 71.7 - for drainage facilities maintenance; 

(d) Zone of Benefit 71.8 – for landscaping/wall maintenance. 

 

Streetlights shall be rate schedule LS-1.  Contact Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) to use the proper 

LED lighting. 

 

To minimize delay of final Map approval, the County Service Area establishment process should 

begin as soon as possible.   

 

All applicable County Service Area establishment fees shall be paid at the time of processing.  

Applicant can reach the CSA Division at PW-CSA@kerncounty.com to begin process. 

 

(24) Subdivider shall dedicate land and/or pay in lieu fees, for park or recreational purposes, as 

determined by the North of the River Recreation and Park District, as required by Chapter 18.96 of 

the Kern County Land Division Ordinance. 

 

(25) The applicant shall annex into the administrative boundaries of the North of the River Park 

Maintenance District. 

 

mailto:PW-CSA@kerncounty.com
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(26) Prior to recordation of a final Map, the subdivider shall dedicate 0.62 acres of land with free and 

clear title to North of the River Recreation and Park District based on a park land dedication 

requirement of 2.5 acres per 1,000 population in accordance with Chapters 18.50.080 & 18.96 of 

the County of Kern Land Division Ordinance.  If the number of dwelling units increases or 

decreases upon recordation of a final Map(s), the park land requirement will change accordingly.  

Prior to recordation of a final Map, the subdivider shall enter into an agreement with North of the 

River Recreation and Park District to implement and satisfy this condition. This subdivision is 

located within the boundaries of North of the River Recreation and Park District.  In accordance 

with Government Code Section 66020(d), the 90-day period in which the applicant may protest the 

imposition of the fee has begun. 

 

(27) Prior to recordation of any final Map, the subdivider shall record a covenant on the property 

disclosing the requirement to dedicate public park land pursuant to a park agreement with the North 

of the River Recreation and Park District.  Covenant shall be reviewed for approval by the North 

of the River Recreation and Park District prior to recordation. 

 

(28) The applicant shall pay park development fees for any residential development within the North of 

the River Recreation and Park District jurisdiction to help provide park facilities within the NOR 

area. All fees must be paid at the time of building permit issuance.  Fees required shall be the 

applicable amount in effect at the time a building permit is obtained. 

 

(29) If the subdivision is to be phased, additional improvements for circulation shall be provided as 

required by the Director of the Kern County Public Works Department. 

 

(30) The subdivider shall comply with the Standards and Rules and Regulations of the Kern County 

Environmental Health Department regarding sewage disposal and water supply and with the 

requirements of the Regional Water Quality Control Board. 

(31) Developer shall comply with requirements of the Kern County Fire Department regarding fire 

hydrants, fire flows, and hydrant maintenance. 

 

(a) Hydrant spacing within residential tracts shall be a maximum of 660 feet. 

 

(b) The minimum required flow is 1,500 gpm at 20 psi residual for 2 hours. 

 

(c) Fire hydrants shall be AWWA approved. 

 

(d) The water system shall be looped. 

 

(e) Per Uniform Fire Code 2000, Section 901.4.3, reflective markers shall be installed to 

identify hydrant locations. 

 

(f) The Kern County Fire Department must review and approve all water improvement plans 

prior to installation.  The Fire Department will perform fire flow tests prior to issuance of 

any certificates of occupancy. 

 

(g) Should the tract be phased, each phase shall be provided with the required fire protection. 

 

(h) Hydrants are to be maintained by an approved entity. 
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(32) All fire access roads to each parcel must meet specifications set forth in Section 503.2 of the 

California Fire Code and the applicable Appendix and Ordinance Sections. 

 

(33) If drainage sumps are required, the sump shall be located no closer than 100 feet from any existing 

or proposed water well.  Sump perimeter fence shall be a six-foot-high solid masonry wall.  Wall 

shall be sealed with an approved anti-graffiti sealer.  If the right of public maintenance is to be 

guaranteed, those facilities with this requirement shall be fenced. 

 

(34) If the sump is constructed and tract is not recorded, the sump site shall be returned to its original 

condition. 

 

(35) Final acceptance of the tract shall be contingent upon the subdivider providing within and/or 

outside the tract, drainage disposal facilities, methods, or easements that may be required to receive 

drainage and discharge or dispose of drainage and stormwaters from this tract.  Said facilities, 

methods, or easements shall be subject to approval of the Director of the Kern County Public Works 

Department. 

 

(36) An entity with taxing powers, such as a County Service Area (CSA), subject to approval by the 

Director of the Kern County Public Works Department, shall be formed prior to final Map 

recordation for the purpose of maintaining on-site and off-site drainage facilities. 

 

(37) The following note shall appear on the final Map: 

 

(a) All easements shall be kept open, clear, and free from buildings and structures of any kind 

pursuant to Chapters 18.50 and 18.55 of the Kern County Land Division Ordinance.  All 

obstructions, including utility poles and lines, trees, pole signs, fences, or similar 

obstructions, shall be removed from the ultimate rights-of-way.  Compliance with this 

requirement is the responsibility of the applicant and may result in significant financial 

expenditures. 

(b) If any abandoned water wells are located within the development or discovered during 

excavation or grading, the Kern County Public Health Department/Environmental Health 

Division must be contacted to obtain information for the proper permitting and destruction 

procedures. 

 

(c) This project shall comply with San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District Rule 

4901, which prohibits the use of wood burning fireplaces and wood burning heaters in new 

residential developments. 

 

(d) All appropriate sewer connection fees are to be paid prior to issuance of any building 

permit. 

 

(e) No building permit shall be issued until adequate access and adequate water supply for fire 

protection purposes is provided, as approved by the Kern County Fire Department. 

 

(f) Neighboring Business Activity Statement:  The County of Kern encourages operation of 

properly conducted businesses in agriculture, oil, mining, manufacturing, and other 

nonresidential operations within the County.  If the property you are purchasing is located 

near these businesses, you may be subject to inconveniences or discomforts arising from 

such operation to the extent allowed by law.  This notice does not waive your legal rights 
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(38) The following note(s) shall appear on the final Map and all grading plans: 

 

(a) If, during development activities, any plugged, abandoned, or unrecorded well(s) are 

uncovered or damaged that were not part of the initial review, the property owner is 

expected to immediately notify the Department of Conservation/Geologic Energy 

Management (CalGEM) Division’s construction site well review engineer in the Inland 

district office, and comply with all requirements of CalGEM. 

 

(b) Should any cultural materials be discovered during any grading or development, all work 

shall be halted and a qualified archaeologist/ historian shall be contacted to assess the finds 

and impose mitigation measures, if necessary, prior to the resumption of construction. 

 

(c) If human remains are discovered at any time on this property, work must halt in the area 

of the find, and the Kern County Coroner must be notified immediately (Health and Safety 

Code Section 7050.5).  The Kern County Planning and Natural Resources Department shall 

be notified immediately following Coroner notification. 

 

(d) During grading operations, the applicant for a development permit shall be responsible for 

the application of water to development sites to mitigate the impact of dust and PM-10 

(particulates) emissions.  Spraying should be sufficient to ensure that soils remain damp, 

with the frequency of spraying dependent on weather conditions.  Verification of 

compliance will be the responsibility of the Kern County Public Works Depart-

ment/Building Inspection Division. 

 

(e) During grading operations, all activity shall be restricted to periods of low wind to reduce 

dust emissions.  Verification of compliance will be the responsibility of the Kern County 

Public Works Department/Building Inspection Division. 

 

(f) Construction speed limits will be posted at 15 mph.  Verification of compliance will be the 

responsibility of the Kern County Public Works Department/Building Inspection Division.   

 

(g) Before any digging or excavation occurs, please contact Underground Service Alert (USA) 

by dialing 811 a minimum of two (2) working days prior to commencing any work.  This 

free and independent service will ensure that all existing underground utilities are identified 

and marked on-site.   

 

(h) Prior to grading and development, the applicant shall comply with the requirements of the 

applicable utility service provider(s) to ensure safety and prevent conflict with existing 

utility facilities. 

 

(i) All construction equipment shall be properly and routinely maintained, as recommended 

by manufacturer manuals, to control exhaust emissions. 

 

(j) Construction equipment shall be shut down when not in use for extended periods of time 

to reduce emissions associated with idling engines. 

 

(k) Electric construction equipment should be used whenever possible in lieu of fossil fuel-

fired equipment. 
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(l) Fugitive dust emissions from all disturbed areas, including storage piles, which are not 

being actively utilized for construction purposes, shall be stabilized using water, chemical 

stabilizers/suppressants, covered with a tarp or other suitable cover, or planted with 

vegetative ground cover. 

 

(m) Fugitive dust emissions from all on-site unpaved roads and off-site access roads shall be 

stabilized through the use of water or chemical stabilizers/suppressants. 

 

(n) Fugitive dust emissions from all land clearing, grubbing, scraping, excavation, land 

leveling, grading, cut and fill, and demolition activities shall be controlled by applying 

water or by presoaking. 

 

(o) When materials are transported off site, all material shall be covered or effectively wetted 

to limit visible dust emissions, and at least six inches of freeboard space from the top of 

the container shall be maintained. 

 

(p) All operations shall limit or expeditiously remove the accumulation of mud or dirt from 

adjacent public streets at the end of each workday.  (The use of dry rotary brushes is 

expressly prohibited except where preceded or accompanied by sufficient wetting to limit 

the visible dust emissions.  Use of blower devices is expressly forbidden). 

 

(q) Fugitive dust emissions shall be controlled with the application of sufficient water or 

chemical stabilizers/suppressants whenever materials are added to, or removed from, 

outdoor storage piles. 

 

(r) Vegetation cover on the site shall be retained until construction begins. 

 

(39) The following notes shall appear on the final Map and all grading and construction plans: 

 

(a) It is unlawful for any person to do, or cause to be done, any of the following acts within 

the unincorporated areas of the County: 

 

To create noise from construction, between the hours of 9:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. on 

weekdays and 9:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m. on weekends, which is audible to a person with 

average hearing faculties or capacity at a distance of 150 feet from the construction site, if 

the construction site is within 1,000 feet of an occupied residential dwelling except where 

the Director of the Planning and Natural Resources Department or his designated 

representative may for good cause exempt some construction work for a limited time.; and 

 

(h)  The applicant has requested the following variations to the Subdivision Ordinance and/or Development 

Standards, and upon review the Subdivision Review Committee is recommending: 

 

Petition 2819:  A Development Variation to Section 18.55.050.B.1.j of the Land Division Ordinance to 

allow a cumulative dead-end road length exceeding 800 feet for lots zoned less than one acre. 

 

Recommendation:  Approve 

 

Findings: 

 

(a) Approval of the Development Variation is justified based on the fact that existing 

development to the east and west of the project site limits opportunities to extend local 
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streets beyond the project boundaries.  As a result, the proposed street layout relies on a 

single north-south roadway connection through the subdivision, resulting in a cumulative 

dead-end road length exceeding 800 feet.  The proposed street design provides access to 

all lots while accommodating the surrounding development pattern. 

 

(b) Approval of the Development Variation will not be materially detrimental to the public 

health, safety, or welfare or to property or residents in the vicinity, as evidenced by the 

proposed street system has been designed to provide adequate access and circulation 

throughout the subdivision. The project will be subject to review by the Kern County Fire 

Department and Kern County Public Works Department to ensure compliance with 

applicable emergency access, roadway design and locations, and public safety 

requirements. 

Petition 2820:  A Development Variation to Section 18.55.050.I.1 of the Land Division Ordinance to 

eliminate required equestrian trails where precluded by the location and design of the proposed 

subdivision. 

 

Recommendation:  Approve 

 

Findings: 

 

(a) Approval of the Development Variation is justified based on the fact that  the approved 

equestrian trail identified in the Western Rosedale Specific Plan Trails Plan is 2 miles from 

the project site. As a result, requiring the construction of an equestrian trail would not serve 

its intended purpose of providing connectivity within a broader trail network and would 

not be compatible with the overall character and design of the proposed subdivision. 

 

(b) Approval of the Development Variation will not be materially detrimental to the public 

health, safety, or welfare or to property or residents in the vicinity as elimination of the 

equestrian trail requirement will not disrupt any existing broader trail network or reduce 

public access to existing recreational facilities.  The surrounding area has been developed 

without equestrian trail connections, and the proposed subdivision will remain compatible 

with adjacent residential development and circulation patterns. 

Petition 2821.  Petition 2821. A Limited Design Variation to Section 18.55.050.F.4 of the Land Division 

Ordinance to authorize double-frontage lots. 

 

Recommendation:  Approve 

 

Findings: 

 

(a) Approval of the Limited Design Variation is justified based on the proposed subdivision 

design, which includes a six-foot masonry wall and dedication of vehicular access along 

the northern project boundary prevents direct access from the lots to Hageman Road and 

Pacini Street.  As a result, access to Lots 1 through 9 is provided from Caterpillar Court 

and Lots 64-70 is provided from New Holland Court, promoting safe and efficient 

circulation while maintaining the integrity of the subdivision design. 

 

(b) Approval of the Limited Design Variation will not be materially detrimental to the public 

health, safety, or welfare or to property or residents in the vicinity, as evidenced by the 
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resulting lot configuration is consistent with the proposed subdivision design and does not 

adversely affect access, circulation, or compatibility with surrounding development. 

 

Petition 2822.  A Limited Design Variation to Section 18.55.050.F.6 of the Land Division Ordinance to 

authorize key (reverse corner) lots. 

 

Recommendation:  Approve 

 

Findings: 

 

(a) Approval of the Limited Design Variation is justified based on the fact that the 

configuration and orientation of the proposed lots are influenced by the shape of the 

existing parcels, internal street layout and existing development surrounding the project 

site. The proposed lot arrangement allows for an efficient subdivision design while 

maintaining orderly circulation and providing access to the proposed residential lots. 

 

(b) Approval of the Limited Design Variation will not be materially detrimental to the public 

health, safety, or welfare or to property or residents in the vicinity, as evidenced by the 

resulting lot configuration is consistent with the proposed subdivision design and does not 

adversely affect access, circulation, or compatibility with surrounding development. 

 

(i)  With respect to imposing park/recreation fees as recommended by the Subdivision Review Committee: 

(1) Tract No. 7446 is located within the jurisdiction of the North of the River Parks and Recreation 

Department. 

 

(2) The North of the River Parks and Recreation Department has developed a recreation element as 

part of its master plan, and the Board of Supervisors has approved said recreation element. 

 

(3) Said recreation element contains appropriate standards, principles, schedules, and procedures to 

implement Kern County Ordinance Code 18.50.080 et seq. as authorized by Government Code 

Sections 66477 et seq. 

 

(4) Kern County Land Division Ordinance requires findings pertaining to dedication of land or 

payment of fees in lieu for park sites. 

 

 Recommendation.  That the Board of Supervisors make such findings noted therein for 

collection of park fees or land acquisition for the North of the River Parks and Recreation 

Department. 

 

(a) That the land, fees, or combination thereof are to be used only for the purpose of 

providing park or recreational facilities to serve the subdivision. 

 

(b) That the County has adopted a Recreation Element as part of its Specific Plan, and 

the proposed park or recreational facilities for which such land or fees or 

combination thereof are required are in accordance with definite principles and 

standards contained in such Recreation Element. 

 

(c) That the amount and location of land to be dedicated or the fees to be paid bear a 

reasonable relationship to the use of the park and recreational facilities for the 

future inhabitants of such subdivision. 
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(d) The time within which development of the park or recreational facilities must 

begin is contained within the Facilities Improvement Schedule as adopted by the 

North of the River Parks and Recreation Department; and 

 

(j)  Additionally, the Kern County Planning and Natural Resources Department has investigated possible 

environmental impacts of the requested actions and found this project qualifies as a special situation and does not require 

preparation of further environmental documents pursuant to the Public Resources Code Sections 21166 and 21083.3, and 

Section 15182 of the State CEQA Guidelines; and 

(k)  The Secretary of the Planning Commission has caused notice to be duly given of a public hearing in said matter 

in accordance with law, as evidenced by the affidavit of publication and the affidavit of mailing on file with the Secretary 

of the Planning Commission; and 

(l)  Said public hearing has been duly conducted at which this Commission called for any objections to the 

dispensing with an environmental impact report and then considered the merits of the proposal, the recommendations of the 

Kern County Planning and Natural Resources Department and the Subdivision Review Committee, and all persons desiring 

to be heard on this matter were given the opportunity to address, and were heard by this Commission; 

SECTION 2.  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by this Planning Commission of the County 

of Kern, State of California, as follows: 

(a)  This Commission finds the facts recited hereinabove are true, makes the recommended findings for each project 

approval, and further finds that this Commission has jurisdiction to consider, approve, and adopt the subject of this 

Resolution. 

(b)  This Commission finds and determines that the applicable provisions of the California Environmental Quality 

Act of 1970, the State CEQA Guidelines, and the Kern County Guidelines have been duly observed in conjunction with 

said hearing and the considerations of this project and all of the previous proceedings related hereto.   

(c)  With respect to the variations so requested, this Commission finds as follows: 

(1) There are special circumstances affecting the subdivision and its design and improvement. 

 

(2) The granting of the variations will not be materially detrimental to the public welfare or injurious 

to other property. 
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(3) The granting of the variations will not be in conflict with the purposes and objectives of the General 

Plan or any element thereof or any applicable specific plan. 

 

(d)  This Commission hereby approves the street and lot design shown on said Tentative Map; the conditions of 

approval, as recommended by the Subdivision Review Committee, and the Tentative Map, subject to said conditions of 

approval.  This Commission further approves the requested variations. 

(e)  This Commission hereby finds and determines that said Tentative Map, including the street and lot design 

thereon, is reasonable and conforms to all requirements of the Subdivision Map Act, including the applicable portions of 

Government Code Section 66477, and the Land Division Ordinance of the County of Kern, including Chapter 18.15 thereof.   

(f)  Pursuant to Government Code Sections 66473.5 and 65567, this Commission hereby finds and determines that 

said Tentative Map, together with the conditions set forth herein, and provisions for its design and improvements, is 

consistent with the General Plan of the County of Kern, including but not confined to the Land Use, Open Space and 

Conservation Element thereof, and is compatible with the objectives, policies, general land uses and programs specified 

therein. 

(g)  Pursuant to Government Code Section 66474(c) through (g), this Commission hereby finds and determines: 

(1) That the site is physically suitable for the proposed density of development; 

 

(2) That the design of the subdivision or the proposed improvements are not likely to cause substantial 

environmental damage or substantially and avoidably injure fish or wildlife or their habitat; 

 

(3) That the design of the subdivision or the proposed improvements are not likely to cause serious 

public health problems; 

 

(4) That the design of the subdivision or the type of improvements will not conflict with easements, 

acquired by the public at large, for access through or use of, property within the proposed 

subdivision. 

 

(5) Section 66473.1, Government Code states, “The design of the subdivision shall provide, to the 

extent feasible, for future passive or natural heating or cooling opportunities.” 

 

Recommendation:  The Planning Commission make a finding that the design of the 

subdivision provides for future passive or natural heating or cooling opportunities based 

on design and lot size allows most structures to be placed in an east-west alignment for 

exposure. 

 

(6) Section 66473.5, Government Code: states, “No local agency shall approve a map unless the 

legislative body shall find that the proposed subdivision, together with the provisions for its design 

and improvement, is consistent with any adopted specific plan.” 
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Recommendation.  The Planning Commission make a finding that the subdivision, together 

with the provisions for its design and improvement, is consistent with the various adopted 

elements of the Western Rosedale Specific Plan.   

 

(7) Section 66474, Government Code identifies seven (7) findings pertaining to denial of a tentative 

map. 

 

 Recommendation:  The Planning Commission make a finding that no substantial evidence 

has been presented that any of the findings mentioned in this Government Code section 

warrants denial of Vesting Tentative Tract Map 7446. 

 

(8) Section 65567, Government Code.  Requires a subdivision map to be consistent with the local open-

space plan. 

 

 Recommendation.  That the Planning Commission make a finding that the subject tract is 

consistent with the Open Space and Conservation Element of the Western Rosedale 

Specific Plan. 

 

(h)  The findings of this Commission upon which its decision is based are as follows: 

 

(1) The applicable provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act, the State CEQA 

Guidelines, and the Kern County Guidelines have been duly observed in conjunction with said 

hearing in the consideration of this matter and all of the previous proceedings relating thereto. 

 

(2) This Planning Commission has determined that pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21166 

and 21083.3, and Section 15182 of the State CEQA Guidelines, said project qualifies as a special 

situation and does not require preparation of further environmental documents under the 

requirements of the Environmental Quality Act of 1970. 

 

County Staff has reviewed the Environmental Information Form submitted by the applicant, and it 

has been determined there are no project-specific significant effects for the Vesting Tentative Tract 

Map  7446 project (Type A – Bakerfield) (Map 101).  Pursuant to the California Environmental 

Quality Act (CEQA) and the Guidelines for the Implementation of CEQA, Section 15182, after a 

review of the proposed project and in light of the evidence in the record, Staff has made the 

determination that the requested actions for the Vesting Tentative Tract Map  7446 project (Type 

A – Bakerfield) (Map 101) do not require the preparation of subsequent environmental 

documentation based on the following: 

 

• As a result of the requested actions, no substantial changes are proposed in the project that 

will require major revisions to the Western Rosedale Specific Plan Final Environmental 

Impact Report because of the involvement of new significant environmental effects or a 

substantial increase in the severity of previously identified effects. 

 

• As a result of the requested actions, no substantial changes will occur with respect to the 

circumstances under which the project will be undertaken that will require major revisions 

to the Western Rosedale Specific Plan Final Environmental Impact Report because of the 

involvement of new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the 

severity of previously identified effects. 
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• There is no new information of substantial importance that was not known or could not 

have been known at the time the Western Rosedale Specific Plan Final Environmental 

Impact Report was certified, and no new significant effects as a result of the requested 

actions will occur that were not addressed in the Western Rosedale Specific Plan Final 

Environmental Impact Report. 

 

• The requested actions initiate the implementation of a project addressed in the Western 

Rosedale Specific Plan and previously analyzed in the Western Rosedale Specific Plan 

Final Environmental Impact Report, and the requested actions are in substantial 

conformance with that plan. 

 

• The requested actions do not require the preparation of subsequent environmental 

documentation as the conditions identified in Section 15162 do not occur.  

 

(3) The requested actions initiate the implementation of a residential project consistent with the 

established development density pursuant to Section 15182 of State CEQA Guidelines.  

 

(4) The requirement for road improvements is necessary for the protection of the public safety and 

welfare and is in compliance with Section 65909 of the California Government Code, inasmuch as 

the proposed development will generate more traffic in the immediate vicinity; and 

  

FINDINGS FOR WAIVER OF SIGNATURES OF MINERAL RIGHTS OWNERS: 

 

(1) Section 18.15.030.K.1. of the Kern County Land Division Ordinance states “Waiver of the 

requested signatures of the owners of interest can be determined to be in the public interest that 

development not be prevented.” 

 

Recommendation.  Make a finding that development of the subdivision will provide 

additional housing opportunities in keeping with the goals of the Land Use Element of the 

Western Rosedale Specific Plan.  Land Use Goal No. 2 encourages the development of 

future residential uses that are compatible with existing uses.  The public interest will be 

served as the proposed development will implement residential development and serve the 

community.   
 

(2) Section 18.15.030.K.2. of the Kern County Land Division Ordinance states “It can be determined 

that the surface owner has exhausted all reasonable means for locating owners of interest and 

obtaining their signatures.” 

 

Recommendation.  Make a finding that evidence in the recording, including this staff 

report, contains information documenting the applicant’s attempt to obtain the consent 

from the mineral rights owner with rights of surface entry and make a finding that all 

reasonable means have been exhausted to obtain the consent of the mineral rights owners 

to sign the final map that will result from the approval of Vesting Tentative Tract No. 7446. 

 

(3) Section 18.15.030.K.3. of the Kern County Land Division Ordinance states “In the case of requests 

to waive the signatures of mineral rights owners, in addition to the above findings, it can be 

determined that the proposed tract provides for future development of mineral right through the 

establishment of a zoning district, pursuant to the Kern County Zoning Ordinance, that permits the 

exploration and extraction of the underlying minerals as a matter of right.” 

 



VTTM 7446; Waiver of Signatures 

July 26, 2026 Page 16 

Recommendation.  Make a finding that Development of the subdivision will provide a 

zoning district for mineral rights. However, Staff notes, the existing surrounding 

developments do not include a zone district to allow for oil and/or gas uses. Therefore, 

Staff believes not including a zone district for such use is necessary.  

(i) The Secretary of this Commission shall cause a Notice of Exemption to be prepared;

(j) The Secretary of this Commission shall cause copies of this resolution to be transmitted to the following:

Batey Family Farms LP (applicant) 

O’Connell Investments, LLC (applicant) 

Batey Homes (agent) 

Kern County Public Works Department (1) 

Kern County Public Health Department/Environmental Health  

Kern County Public Works Department /Development Review 

Kern County Public Works Department/Permitting 

Kern County Public Works Department/CSA 

LiUNA (1) 

Kern County Assessor/Chief, Realty Division  

jw 
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