
 
October 13, 2026 
 
Board of Supervisors 
Kern County Administrative Center  
1115 Truxtun Avenue  
Bakersfield, CA 93301  
 

Proposed Rescission of Existing Williamson Act Land Use Contract, Simultaneous Approval of 
Proposed Williamson Act Contract No. 26-05 with Primex Farms, LLC, a California Limited 

Liability Company; 121.73 acres; Agricultural Preserve No. 6; 
Implementing in 2027 Calendar Year 

(Fiscal Impact: None) S.D. 4 
 
The Williamson Act authorizes counties to enter into recorded contracts with interested landowners to 
restrict land to commercial agricultural use in exchange for lowered property taxes.  Additionally, if a 
property owner proposes to adjust the lot lines of a parcel or parcels under contract, and the resulting 
boundaries are no longer coincidental with the legally described parcels within the contract, the property 
owner and County can mutually agree to rescind the original contract and simultaneously enter into a new 
contract, provided that your Board makes specific findings, pursuant to Chapter 7, Government Code 
Section 51257. 
 
The Planning and Natural Resources Department has been petitioned by Swanson Engineering, Inc., on 
behalf of Primex Farms, LLC, to rescind a portion of an existing Williamson Act Land Use Contract and 
simultaneously enter Williamson Act Contract No. 26-05. The purpose of this new contract is to facilitate 
conjunctive Lot Line Adjustment No. 5-25 between three (3) parcels, two of which are subject to an 
existing Williamson Act Contract.  The remaining parcel is subject to a Farmland Security Zone Contract. 
The existing contract, proposed for partial rescission, was entered into by Obie Hankins and Virginia 
Hankins, on February 18, 1970, and recorded in Book 4372, Page 41, in the Official Records of Kern County.  
 
The proposed contract is for property that will be legally identified as that portion of Lot 2 of Lot Line 
Adjustment No. 5-25 lying easterly of the centerline of Wildwood Road and Lot 3 of Lot Line Adjustment 
No. 5-25.  Staff has reviewed the required findings as italicized below and offers the following comments 
for your Board’s consideration: 
 
(1) The new contract or contracts would enforceably restrict the adjusted boundaries of the parcels 

for an initial term for at least as long as the unexpired term of the rescinded contract or contracts, 
but for not less than 10 years. The proposed contract shall remain in effect for an initial term of 
10 years and will be automatically renewed annually, unless a notice of nonrenewal has been 
served by the property owner. 

 
(2) There is no net decrease in the amount of the acreage restricted.  In cases where two parcels 

involved in a Lot Line Adjustment are both subject to contracts rescinded pursuant to this section, 
this finding will be satisfied if the aggregate acreage of the land restricted by the new contracts is 
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at least as great as the aggregate acreage restricted by the rescinded contracts.  Those portions 
of the existing contract to be rescinded restricted 120-acres and the new contract restricts a total 
of 121.73-acres.  

 
(3) At least 90 percent of the land under the former contract or contracts remains under the new 

contract or contracts. The portion of the original contract to be rescinded, in order to reflect the 
boundaries of the lot line adjustment of the contracted lands, contained a total of 120-acres.  The 
land to be included in the new contract exceeds that contained in the original contracts and exceeds 
the 90 percent minimum requirement. 

 
(4) After the Lot Line Adjustment, the parcels of land subject to contract will be large enough to 

sustain their agricultural use, as defined in Section 51222.  The parcel proposed for the new 
contract contains a total of 121.73 acres that is classified as “Prime Farmland” on the 2022 State 
of California Department of Conservation’s Important Farmland Maps for Central Kern County.  
The acreage of the site is well within the defined minimum acreage requirements for the above-
referenced identified type of farmland. 

 
(5) The Lot Line Adjustment would not compromise the long-term agricultural productivity of the 

parcel or other agricultural lands subject to a contract or contracts.  The property will continue 
to be utilized for crop processing and production.  No other contracted lands will be affected by 
the Lot Line Adjustment. 

 
(6)  The Lot Line Adjustment is not likely to result in the removal of adjacent land from agricultural 

use.  The lot line adjustment does not affect other parcels, and no new non-agricultural uses are 
being considered. 

 
(7) The Lot Line Adjustment does not result in a greater number of developable parcels than existed 

prior to the adjustment, or an adjusted lot that is inconsistent with the general plan.  The Lot Line 
Adjustment affects a total of three (3) existing parcels and will not create additional parcels.  The 
proposed lot sizes and uses of the contracted land are consistent with the resource designation by 
the General Plan and the applicable provisions of the Zoning Ordinance. 

 
The proposed contract before your Board has been processed pursuant to Resolution No. 78-210 
(Adoption of Policies and Procedures to Qualify for Land Use Contracts) and Resolution No. 97-366 
(Establishing New Filing Date and Deadlines for Accepting Applications).  The proposed Land Use 
Contract contains the supplemental terminology necessary to rescind the previous original contracts.  
Processing of the contract is exempt from further environmental review pursuant to Section 15317 of the 
State CEQA Guidelines and summarized as follows: 
 
Supervisorial District:              4 
Contract No.:   26-05 
Applicant: Primex Farms, LLC, a California Limited Liability Company 
Location: East side of Wildwood Road, approximately one-half (1/2) mile north of 

Kimberlina Road, Wasco area.   
Land Use:               Irrigated Crops 
Zoning:   A (Exclusive Agriculture) 
Preserve No.:   6 
Acreage:   121.73-acres 
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IT IS RECOMMENDED that your Board make the necessary findings pursuant to Section 15317 of the 
State CEQA Guidelines and Government Code Section 51257; rescind that portion of the original land 
use contract entered into by Obie Hankins and Virginia Hankins, on February 18, 1970, and recorded in Book 
4372, Page 41, in the Official Records of Kern County, simultaneously approve Land Use Contract No. 
26-05; authorize the chairman to sign, and direct the Chief Clerk of the Board of Supervisors to record.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
CRAIG M. MURPHY, Director 
Kern County Planning and Natural Resources Department 
 
NM:HVN:lb 
 
Enclosure 
 
cc:  County Counsel  

Grand Jury  
County Administrative Officer 
Kern County Assessor’s Office 
LAFCO 
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