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PROPOSED MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT WITH THE FEDERAL EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT AGENCY (FEMA) FOR ACCESS AND USE OF THE INTEGRATED 

PUBLIC ALERT AND WARNING SYSTEM (IPAWS) 

Fiscal Impact: None 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) offers local government the 
opportunity to enhance public alert and warning capabilities through the Integrated 
Public Alert and Warning System (IPAWS). 

On January 14, 2018, California Senate Bill 833 was amended to direct the California 
Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES) to release alert and warning guidance to 
ensure a consistent capability and protocol throughout the state. Within the guidance 
released by CalOES is a requirement for local government to develop a local Alert and 
Warning Plan that defines authorized users, establishes standards to disseminate alerts 
and warnings, establishes training and testing protocol and incorporates the utilization 
of IPAWS. 

Locally, interoperability to IPAWS will be achieved through the County's existing 
telephone alert and warning system contract as provided by Everbridge, which is a 
FEMA-approved third-party provider. The IPAWS capabilities would be in addition to the 
County's existing telephone emergency alert system, locally branded ReadyKern, and 
the Emergency Alert System (EAS), which disseminates alerts through local television 
and radio media broadcasters. 

IPAWS is provided by FEMA at no additional cost to eligible alerting authorities. 

IPAWS provides the County with capability to issue alerts and warnings via wireless 
emergency alerts (WEA), which are emergency text messages broadcast from cellular 
towers in the designated alert area to any WEA-enabled mobile device. All major U.S. 
cell phone carriers participate in WEA on a voluntary basis, but not all handsets 
currently available are WEA-capable. The WEA system is an opt-out system, meaning 
all users who do not disable the capability on their phone will receive WEA alerts at no 
cost. 

Proudly Serving the Cities of Arvin, Bakersfield, California City, Delano, Maricopa, McFarland, Ridgecrest, Shafter, 
Taft, Tehachapi, Wasco, and all Unincorporated Areas of Kern County 
































