
Planning Commission 

Resolution 



BEFORE THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

COUNTY OF KERN, STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the matter of: 
RESOLUTION NO. 103-15 

APPLICATION FOR REVISIONS TO THE KERN COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE — 2015 (C) 

Countywide 
Kern County Planning and Community Development Department; 
Western State Petroleum Association (WSPA); California Independent Producers Association; (CIPA); Independent Oil 
Producers Agency (IOPA) 

FINDINGS AND DETERMINATION  

I, Lorelei H. Oviatt, Secretary of the Planning Commission of the County of Kern, State of California, do hereby 

certify that the following resolution, proposed by Mr. Louie, seconded by Mr. Babcock, was duly passed and adopted by 

said Planning Commission at an official meeting hereof this 5th day of October, 2015, by the following vote, to wit: 

AYES: Babcock, Garcia, Louie, Sprague 

NOES: None 

ABSTAINED: None 

ABSENT: Poole 

SECRETARY OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 
COUNTY OF KERN, STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

RESOLUTION 

SECTION 1. WHEREAS: 

(a) Pursuant to the California Government Code, Title 7, Section 65000, et seq. (known as the Planning and Zoning 

Law), the Kern County Board of Supervisors has adopted the Official Land Use and Zoning Ordinance for the County of 

Kern (Ordinance Code of Kern County, Chapter 19.02, et seq.), herein called the Zoning Ordinance; and 
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(b) The Zoning Ordinance establishes various classes of zones, prescribes land uses and regulations for the various 

zones, and adopts zoning maps for the purposes of dividing the County into zones and showing the zone boundaries; and 

(c) The Zoning Ordinance regulates the use of buildings, structures, and land, as between agriculture, industry, 

business, residence, and other purposes, and other uses more specifically set forth in Section 65850 of said Government 

Code; and 

(d) The Kern County Planning and Community Development Department, acting on behalf of the Kern County 

Board of Supervisors, with technical assistance from Western State Petroleum Association (WSPA), California Independent 

Producers Association; (CIPA), and Independent Oil Producers Agency (IOPA) as applicants, initiated recommended 

changes in regulations and standards affecting the use of property in the manner prescribed by Chapter 19.112 of the Zoning 

Ordinance; and 

(e) The Secretary of this Commission has caused notice to be duly given of a public hearing in this matter in 

accordance with law, as evidenced by the affidavit of publication and the affidavit of mailing on file with the Secretary of 

this Commission; and 

(f) Said Notice of hearing stated that an Environmental Impact Report has been prepared for this project; and 

(g) Said public hearing has been duly and timely conducted, during which the proposal was explained by a 

representative of the Planning and Community Development Department and all persons so desiring were duly heard; and 

(h) Before making any findings on said EIR or any consideration of the proposal on its merits, this Commission 

called for any objections or comments on said EIR; and The Director of the Planning and Community Development 

Department has furnished to this Commission, and the Commission has incorporated into the record of this matter, a 

document setting forth the significant environmental effects identified in said Environmental Impact Report, with proposed 

findings and consideration by this Commission in relation to said significant effects for the purposes of Section 21081 of 

the Public Resources Code and Section 15091 of the State CEQA Guidelines, and setting forth evidence in support of the 

proposed findings; and a member of the Planning and Community Development Department Staff appeared before the 

Commission and gave additional testimony in support of the proposed findings; and 
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During said hearing, this Commission duly considered the adequacy and scope of said Environmental Impact Report 

and thereafter reviewed and considered the information therein contained with respect to the merits of the matters under 

consideration; and 

(i) This Commission has considered the recommendation of the Planning and Community Development Department 

and all the testimony presented during said public hearing, after which said public hearing was concluded. 

SECTION 2. NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the Planning Commission of the County of Kern, 

as follows: 

(a) This Commission finds that the facts recited above are true and that this Commission has jurisdiction to consider 

the subject of this resolution; and 

(b) This Commission has fully reviewed and considered the information in said Environmental Impact Report and 

Mitigation Measure Monitoring Program and hereby recommends it to be certified in relation to the subject of this resolution 

and, after careful consideration of all facts and evidence as presented at said hearing, it is the decision of the Planning 

Commission that the application herein described be, and hereby, recommends the Board of Supervisors CERTIFY  said 

Environmental Impact Report and AD OP T  Mitigation Measure Monitoring Program (Exhibit D) and A P P R O V E,  as 

recommended by Staff, the application for the reasons specified in this Resolution; and 

(c) The findings of this Commission upon which its decision is based are as follows: 

(1) 	This project is recommended for approval despite the existence of certain significant environmental 
effects identified in said Environmental Impact Report, and the Planning Commission makes and 
adopts the findings with respect to each thereof set forth in Exhibit B, appended hereto and made a 
part hereof by reference, pursuant to Section 15091 of the State CEQA Guidelines (Title 14, 
Administrative Code) and Section 21081 of the Public Resources Code and declares that it 
considered the evidence described in connection with each such finding in Exhibit B and that such 
evidence is substantial and supports such finding. 

This Commission acknowledges that approval of this project will produce certain environmental 
impacts which cannot be mitigated and, in accordance with Section 15093 of the State CEQA 
Guidelines (Title 14, Administrative Code) hereby recommends the Board of Supervisors adopt a 
Statement of Overriding Considerations set forth in Exhibit C, appended hereto, and made a part 
hereof, which summarizes the reasons why this project, despite certain environmental impacts, has 
been approved. 
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Said Environmental Impact Report is complete and adequate in scope and has been completed in 
compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act and with the State CEQA Guidelines and 
the Kern County Guidelines for implementation thereof. 

(2) Approval of this project shall not be considered operative, vested, or final until such time as the 
required verification from the Office of the County Clerk is submitted, attesting that payment of fees 
for the filing of a "Notice of Determination" for the benefit of the California Department of Fish and 
Game, as required by AB 3158 (Section 10005 Public Resources Code) have been paid. 

(3) Adoption of the Zoning Ordinance text changes (Exhibit A) and recommended changes to 
Section 19.98.145 by Staff in the Addendum Staff Report (10/05/2015) is necessary to promote the 
public health, safety and welfare of Kern County's residents and communities while providing 
permit streamlining for Oil and Gas Activities in the County. 

(4) Adoption of the Zoning Ordinance text changes include additional procedures and compliance 
standards that address changes in laws and regulations by other agencies, and technological 
advancements within the oil and gas industry, for the purpose of reducing or eliminating potential 
significant adverse environmental impacts, to the extent feasible, of future oil and gas activities, and 
thereby ensure that current County ordinances reflect the County's interest in protecting the health, 
safety, and general welfare of residents and visitors. 

(5) The changes implement the Board of Supervisor's policy direction to encourage ongoing economic 
development by the oil and gas industry that creates quality, high paying jobs and the promotion of 
capital investment in Kern County, which enables the County to invest in capital improvement 
projects and social programs, which benefit County residents, retail businesses, and capital 
industries which ensures the County's fiscal stability. 

(6) Adoption of the Zoning Ordinance text changes continue Kern County's ongoing commitment to 
consult and cooperate with federal, state, regional, and local agencies by periodically reviewing 
adopted regulations to ensure the long-term viability of Kern County's resources. 

(7) Adoption of the Zoning Ordinance text changes will continue to improve and streamline current 
energy regulations and support efficient permitting at the State and Federal level for Oil and Gas 
activities. Protect areas of important mineral, petroleum, and agricultural resource potential for 
future use by promoting sustainability and encouraging best management practices, which are 
mutually beneficial, through strategic short- and long-range planning. Ensure the protection of 
environmental resources by emphasizing the conservation of productive agricultural lands, the 
encouragement of planned urban growth, the promotion of clean air strategies to address existing air 
quality issues, and the promotion of long term water conservation strategies which will ensure the 
quality and adequacy of surface and groundwater supplies for future growth of all of Kern County's 
industries. 

(8) Adoption of the Zoning Ordinance text changes will contain new development within an area large 
enough to meet generous projections of foreseeable need, but in locations that will not impair the 
economic strength derived from residential developments, agriculture, rangeland, mineral resources, 
or diminish the other amenities that exist in Kern County; and 

(d) The Secretary of this Commission shall cause copies of this resolution to be transmitted to the following: 

Kern County Planning and Community Development Department; (applicant) (1) 
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State of California Department of Conservation/Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources (1) 
State of CaliforniaCalifornia Regional Water Quality Control Board (1) 
State of California Department of Fish and Wildlife (1) 
San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District (1) 
Western State Petroleum Association (WSPA); (applicant) (1) 
California Independent Producers Association; (CIPA); (applicant) (1) 
Independent Oil Producers Agency (IOPA) (applicant) (1) 
File (3) 
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