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LAW & JUSTICE COMMITTEE 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The California Penal Code is the foundation for the Grand Jury.  The Law and Justice 
Committee within the Grand Jury is charged with the oversight of all law enforcement 
agencies and custody facilities in Kern County.  The Law and Justice Committee also 
reviews and takes action, as necessary, on citizen complaints related to these agencies.  

LAW & JUSTICE COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 

Mahlon “Sonny” Keel, Chair 
Michael McNatt 

Horace Smith 
Teresa Vasquez 
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LAW AND JUSTICE COMMITTEE 

SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES 

The Law and Justice Committee has visited and/or published reports on the 
following institutions: 

• California City Correctional Facility, California City

• California  Correctional Institution, Tehachapi

• Camp Erwin Owen, Kernville

• Central Valley Modified Community Correctional Facility, McFarland

• City of Delano Modified Community Correctional Facility, Delano

• County Sheriff’s Lerdo Facility

• Golden State Modified Community Correctional Facility, McFarland

• Kern County Law Library

• Kern County Probation Department James G. Bowles Juvenile Hall

• Kern County Records Division

• Kern County Sheriff’s Department Central Receiving Facility

• Kern Valley State Prison, Delano

• North Kern State Prison, Delano

• Shafter Modified Community Correctional Facility, Shafter

• Taft Modified Community Correctional Facility, Taft

• Wasco State Prison, Wasco

The Law and Justice Committee received and responded to 13 citizen complaints. 

The Law and Justice Committee used the Kern County Sheriff’s Department Fleet 
Management Office (trip vehicles) for 11 out of 16 visits. 













CALIFORNIA CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION 

 PREFACE: 

On September 9, 2013, the Law and Justice Committee (Committee) of the 2013-2014 
Kern County Grand Jury (Grand Jury) visited the California Correctional Institution at 
Tehachapi (CCI) to inspect and report on conditions and operations pursuant to California 
Penal Code §919(b). 

PROCESS: 

The Committee reviewed previous Grand Jury reports and recommendations then sent 
CCI a list of questions related to the scheduled inspection. A written response was 
provided to the Committee upon arrival. The Committee was met by the Chief Deputy 
Warden, CCI Executive Management personnel and various institutional staff. A question 
and answer session was followed by an extensive tour of CCI, a level IV prison, 
conducted by a Lieutenant and Staff. 

BACKGROUND/FACTS: 

The California Correctional Institution is located at 24900 Highway 202, Tehachapi, CA 
93561. The facility is situated on approximately 1,650 acres. The land was purchased in 
1929 for $110,000 with the intent to be used as a female only institution.  In 1933 the 
original California Institute for Women, the first facility for female inmates, opened on 
the site.  In July of 1952 the facility suffered extensive earthquake damage.  The facility 
was then closed and 417 inmates were transferred to the new California Institution for 
Women Frontera in Corona.  The CCI reopened in 1955 as a branch of California 
Institute for Men, housing male offenders and by the end of one year was filled to 
capacity.  In 1964, the institution was renamed California Correctional Institution and 
G.P. Lloyd was appointed as the first Superintendent.  The facility is the third oldest 
prison in the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR) system. 
Only San Quentin and Folsom Prisons are older. 

A.  California Correctional Institution Staff and Inmate population numbers reflect 
information provided to the Committee on the date of inspection. Security 
Housing Units are the most secure area within a Level IV prison designed to 
provide coverage (cells, fenced or walled perimeters, electronic security, more 
staff and armed officers both inside and outside the installation).  Per California 
Code of Regulations Title 15, article 7-3335 (a) Administrative Segregation is 
“…when an inmate’s presence in an institution’s general inmate population 
presents an immediate threat to the safety of the inmate or others, endangers 
institution security or jeopardizes the integrity of an investigation of an alleged 
serious misconduct or criminal activity, the inmate shall be immediately removed 
from general population and be placed in administrative segregation.” 



There are various levels of incarceration at CCI: open dormitories, Security 
Housing Units (SHU) and Administrative Segregation Units (ASU) within a 
Level IV prison. Inmates in SHU and ASU are allowed only non-contact family 
visitation.  General population inmates may request conjugal/family visits.     

Inmate populations are as follows: 
• Facility A

SHU - 497   
ASU - 261 
Family visitation - 1 

• Facility B
SHU - 747  
ASU - 10 
Family visitation - 1  
Outpatient Housing Unit - 6 

• Community Hospital inmate patients (higher level of care) - 2
• Facility C (Level III) - 934
• Facility D (Level II) - 1,229
• Facility E (Level I) - 1,021
• Firehouse Inmates - 7
• Total Population:  4,716

B.   CCI was staffed as follows: 
• 994  Correctional Officers with 15 vacancies
• 94  Correctional Sergeants with 8 vacancies
• 36  Correctional Lieutenants with 1 vacancy

C. There are 428 non-sworn staff at CCI. 

D. On the date of inspection CCI had a population of 4,716 inmates.  Prior to 
passage of Assembly Bill 109 on October 1, 2009, CCI had an average 
population of 5,769.  

E. As of July 2013 a solar energy system was installed by “SunEdison” and is 
capable of providing electric power daily until 9:00 PM. 

F. Various academic and vocational programs are available to all inmates. 

G. Approximately 150 expanded metal temporary holding cells (cages) are located 
throughout the facility.  The temporary cells are used to hold inmates pending 
medical appointments, awaiting parole board review, outside transportation to 
courts or other prisons as well as for security/disciplinary purposes.  Initially 
inmates may be held up to four hours.    



FINDINGS: 

F1. There have been voluntary and involuntary lay-offs due to AB109.  

F2. Due to roof leaks in facilities A and B immediate repairs are needed.  

F3. Due to the age of the institution’s kitchen, built in 1960, replacement of the 
Central Kitchen is needed. 

F4.  Mail is scanned and checked for contraband with the exception of legal 
correspondence.  Unacceptable mail is returned to sender. Intended recipients 
are notified of mail denial through CDCR Form 1819.  The mail room handles 
approximately 1,500 pieces of mail per month. All indigent inmates are 
provided 22 envelopes with postage per month. 

F5. The asphalt roads within CCI continue to require extensive repair as reported by 
previous Grand Juries. 

F6. Any length of confinement more than four hours or release from a temporary 
disciplinary holding cell requires a Captain’s approval.  

F7.  A clothing factory operates under the California Prison Industry Authority, a 
vocational program employing up to 150 inmates.   

F8.  A Vocational Automotive Repair Program began on the date of the 
Committee’s visit.  

F9. The Institution has available multiple rehabilitation services such as substance 
abuse counseling, vocational skills training and General Education Diploma 
(GED) opportunities.  After release, paroled inmates may participate in an 
aftercare program which monitors their progress. 

COMMENTS: 

The Committee was met by the Chief Deputy Warden, the Administrative Staff and other 
personnel.  The Committee appreciates the Staff’s hospitality, cooperation, 
professionalism and providing a comprehensive tour.  

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

R1.  Roof repairs should be a priority for facilities A and B with replacement as a 
permanent solution. (Finding 2)  



R.2 As reported and recommended by past Grand Juries, the roads within the 
grounds of the institution should be repaved when funds become available. 
(Finding 5) 

R3.  To optimize preparation and distribution of meals, a new Central Kitchen is 
needed and should be designated a priority in the next fiscal budget.  
(Finding 3)  

Note:  Due to the age of the Institution and in order to maintain a viable facility, 
it is strongly recommended the above listed recommendations be given 
priority over newer institutions. 

NOTES: 

The California Correctional Institution at Tehachapi should post a copy of this report 
where it will be available for public review. 

Persons wishing to receive an email notification of newly released reports may sign up at 
www.co.kern.ca.us/grandjury, and click on:  Sign up for early releases. 

Present and past Kern County Grand Jury Final Reports and Responses can be accessed 
on the Kern County Grand Jury website:  www.co.kern.ca.us/grandjury. 

RESPONSE REQUIRED WITHIN 90 DAYS TO:  

PRESIDING JUDGE 
KERN COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT 
1415 TRUXTUN AVENUE, 2ND FLOOR 
BAKERSFIELD, CA  93301 

cc:  FOREPERSON 
KERN COUNTY GRAND JURY 
1415 TRUXTUN AVENUE, SUITE 600 
BAKERSFIELD, CA  93301 





COUNTY SHERIFF’S LERDO FACILITY 

PREFACE: 

The Law and Justice Committee (Committee) of the 2013-2014 Kern County Grand Jury 
visited the Kern County Sheriff’s Lerdo Jail Facility (Lerdo) on August 22, 2013, 
pursuant to mandates of California Penal Code §§919(b) and 925. 

PROCESS: 

The Committee was met by Kern County Sheriff’s Detentions Lieutenants and other 
Lerdo supervisory personnel.  The Committee was provided a comprehensive tour of the 
facility and its grounds.  The Kern County Sheriff’s Office’s Executive Summary Fiscal 
Year 2013-2014 budget report was also utilized in preparation of this report. 

BACKGROUND/FACTS: 

Lerdo was originally designed as a Minimum Security facility “Honor Farm” and utilized 
low-risk inmates to perform a variety of husbandry activities including raising, 
slaughtering and butchering livestock.  Due to changes in the makeup of inmates and the 
Food and Drug Administration’s inspection regulations, farming and ranching activities 
have ceased.  Private vendors are now under contract to provide prepared meals for 
Lerdo.  

Lerdo has four separate Housing Units: Pre-Trial, Minimum-Male, Maximum-Medium 
and Minimum-Female. The Minimum facility was built in 1940, Maximum-Medium 
opened in 1978 and Pre-Trial constructed in late 1980’s.  

Inmate Population:              Maximum Capacity  Inspection Date 
• Pre-Trial 1,344 1,247 
• Minimum-Male 742 735 
• Maximum-Medium 408 381 
• Minimum-Female 96 64 

Lerdo’s inmate population is fluid and fluctuates daily.  On the date of inspection all 
Housing Units were below capacity.  In the future, due to AB109, it is anticipated there 
will be inadequate bed space and facilities to accommodate the projected number of 
inmates to be transferred from State prisons.  

Under a contractual agreement with the United States Marshal’s Service, Federal 
prisoners are segregated within the Maximum/Medium (Max-Med) and Pre-Trial Units. 
On the date of inspection there were 181 Federal prisoners housed at Lerdo. 



Lerdo also serves as a temporary holding facility for Immigration and Naturalization 
Services (INS), Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) inmates are held for 48 
hours only unless charged with a California Penal Code violation.   

Lerdo is a 24 hour jail facility which provides: custody functions, inmate supervision, 
custody support services, facility security, rehabilitation, transportation, classification and 
food services.  

A.  Lerdo has been adversely affected by AB109, which was passed, and became 
California law, October 1, 2011.  The Kern County Sheriff’s Office 2013-2014 
Budget Executive Summary states: “projections suggests that the influx of felons 
into jail populations as a result of Realignment has caused the felon population to 
eclipse misdemeanants.”  As a result the Sheriff has instituted additional 
alternatives to incarceration to better manage Lerdo’s population.  

B. Max-Med and Minimum are antiquated facilities in need of continuous 
maintenance and repair. 

C. The current average daily cost per inmate is $74.51.  This figure does not include 
medical cost.   

D. Lerdo has Medical, Dental and Psychological/Mental Health services.      

E. Security is provided through sworn Detentions Deputies and Civilian personnel. 

F. An ATM has been added to the Max-Med Visitor area. 

G. Approximately six months ago Lerdo acquired Restraint Chairs to aid in 
controlling disordered behavior when less restrictive alternatives prove 
ineffective.    

H. Two SecurPass automated body scanners have been used at Pre-Trial and 
Minimum for approximately one month and are operated by two specially trained 
Detentions Deputies.  All inmates returning to Pre-Trial and all visitors to 
Minimum are screened through SecurPass.  

I. The Pre-Trial Sally Port is monitored by staff with cameras unequipped to record 
activities.  

J. Surveillance in Minimum is provided by yard staff and through non-recording 
cameras.   

K. Lerdo is currently offering 17 educational, vocational and treatment programs to 
prepare the inmate population for a successful reentry into the community. 



L. Max-Med, Pre-Trial, Minimum each have separate visitation areas and 
procedures. 

FINDINGS:  

F1. All functions of Lerdo have been impacted as a result of AB 109.   
• Lerdo may no longer be able to adequately house prisoners transferred

from the State Prison system. 
• Responsibilities for long term incarceration of inmates convicted of a

felony, have been transferred to Lerdo Administrators and line Deputies. 
• With the exception of the Infirmary, all single inmate cells have been

converted to two person cells.  
• According to the Kern County Sheriff’s Office 2013-2014 Budget

Executive Summary: “Enhancements to jail programming such as 
substance abuse services and mental health services are considered a vital 
part of a comprehensive county effort under realignment.”        

• Alternative methods of incarceration include:  Home Detention Program
(HDP) and Electronic Monitoring Program (EMP) per California Penal 
Codes §§1203.016 and 1203.018.  

• Realignment has prompted an expansion of the existing Sheriff’s Work
Release Program as well as the Sheriff’s county parole program. 

F2. Upon inspection, the Committee found a leaking shower and according to staff 
there is peeling paint and evidence of water damage throughout Max-Med .  

F3. The barracks in Minimum are of wood frame construction and are without benefit 
of automated fire suppression.  In the event of fire, inmates will be relocated to a 
safe and secure area.  The Minimum Facility barracks are scheduled to be razed 
and rebuilding is to begin October 29, 2013, with an anticipated completion date 
of September 22, 2014.  Women’s Minimum barracks are currently under 
renovation rather than replacement. 

F4. Inmates are given three meals per day.  A “Mega-Meal”, the equivalent of two 
meals, is provided each morning.  The combined meal is a pre-calculated caloric 
breakfast and lunch which may be consumed at the inmate’s discretion.  The 
evening meal is a mandated hot meal.  Special diets are provided to accommodate 
medical and religious requirements.  Meal service constitutes a large portion of 
the average daily inmate cost. 

F5. The Infirmary is staffed with qualified medical and dental health personnel under 
contract with Kern Medical Center.  Mental health advisors are available to 
evaluate abhorrent behavior and make recommendations for treatment and/or 
segregation.   

• Max-Med contains eight single clinic cells used for suicide watch and
other specified inmate classifications, and medical needs.   



• Pre-Trial has 19 infirmary single cells used for medical housing, suicide
watch and other special housing needs.

F6.   Detention Deputies move an average of 200 inmates per day for court and 
medical appointments through the Pre-Trial Sally Port.  The monitoring system 
at the Sally Port has no recording capabilities.  

F7.    Cameras in Minimum are required behind the barracks as the area is obscured 
from staff’s line of sight.   

F8.    On the date of inspection, Lerdo was staffed by 361 sworn Sheriff’s Detentions 
Deputies and 50 Civilian personnel.  Lerdo had 45 Sheriff’s Detentions Deputy 
positions and 15 civilian positions unfilled.  For fiscal year 2012-2013 the 
Lerdo Complex was allocated $3,366,429.89 for staff overtime and expended 
$4,717,313.78.  

F9.   For convenience Lerdo added “Touch Pay”, an ATM system, which facilitates 
depositing monies into an inmate’s account.  The system has also expedited and 
simplified staff accounting of inmate commissary funds. 

F10.  Restraint Chair usage is formally logged indicating time and date.  Supervisor 
approval must be obtained and Medical Staff must be notified.  As a result of 
AB109 Lerdo currently incarcerates inmates assessed at a higher security level, 
including felons transferred from State Penitentiaries.  
.  

F11. Bakersfield Adult School Instructors provide educational classes toward a 
General Education Diploma (GED).  Vocational programs are also available e.g. 
Safe-Serve which provides female inmates the opportunity to learn restaurant 
related skills by working in the staff cafeteria.    

F12.  Visitor areas for Max-Med and Pre-Trial are limited to two 30 minute visits per 
week. Visitation rooms are separated by glass partitions with no physical 
contact permitted and communication by telephone only.  Visitation in 
Minimum allows restricted physical contact in an open air setting.  

COMMENTS: 

The Committee commends Lerdo’s staff’s professionalism, dedication and 
resourcefulness while understaffed and underfunded.  A new jail is planned; ground 
breaking is anticipated in late 2014.  During the committee’s visit, jail personnel noticed 
a safety hazard in the hall near cell M-208 and took immediate action to remove the 
hazard. 



RECOMMENDATIONS: 

R1.  Due to the continuing extensive maintenance requirements of Max-Med, the 
Committee recommends funds be allocated for additional maintenance staff. 
(Finding 2) 

R2. Women’s minimum barracks should include in the renovation plan a fire              
suppression system. (Finding 3) 

R3. The Committee concurs with the prior Grand Jury Report indicating the need 
for two dialysis machines which could serve Lerdo and other prisons in the area, 
along with upgrading the dental unit with new chairs and x-ray equipment. 
Contracted medical providers should upgrade the equipment as soon as possible. 
(Finding 5) 

R4. Sally Port and Minimum monitoring systems should be upgraded to allow for 
real-time recording of activities in areas requiring video surveillance. (Finding 
6) 

R5. To maintain the proper safe inmate to staff ratio, current vacant positions should 
be filled. (Finding 8) 

R6. Continued general education and vocational programs should be expanded to 
provide more skills and opportunities for an inmate to successfully return to the 
community.  (Finding 11) 

NOTES: 

The Kern County Sheriff’s Office - Lerdo Facility should post a copy of this report where 
it will be available for public review. 

Persons wishing to receive an email notification of newly released reports may sign up at, 
and click on:  Sign up for early releases. 

Present and past Kern County Grand Jury Final Reports and Responses can be accessed 
on the Kern County Grand Jury website:  www.co.kern.ca.us/grandjury. 

RESPONSE REQUIRED WITHIN 60 DAYS TO: 

PRESIDING JUDGE 
KERN COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT 
1415 TRUXTUN AVENUE, 2ND FLOOR 
BAKERSFIELD, CA  93301 

cc:  FOREPERSON 
KERN COUNTY GRAND JURY 
1415 TRUXTUN AVENUE, SUITE 600 
BAKERSFIELD, CA  93301 
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GOLDEN STATE MODIFIED COMMUNITY 
CORRECTIONAL FACILITY 

PURPOSE OF INQUIRY: 

The Law and Justice Committee (Committee) of the 2013-2014 Kern County Grand Jury visited 
the Golden State Modified Community Correctional Facility (Facility) located at 611 Frontage 
Road, McFarland, California  93250 on October 28, 2013.  The visit was pursuant to California 
Penal Code §919 (b). 

PROCESS: 

The Committee met with the Warden and Deputy Warden.  The Warden provided a question and 
answer session, a tour of the Facility and an interview with two inmates.  The Committee was 
given free access to all areas of the Facility and met with many staff members while on the tour. 

BACKGROUND/FACTS: 

A. According to the Global Expertise and Outsourcing Group Inc. (GEO) website the 
Facility is a 114,450 square foot masonry building financed, designed and built in 
1997 on 20 acres of land. The Facility is leased to the California Department of 
Corrections and Rehabilitation (State) as part of the State’s attempt to mitigate 
overcrowding.  The Facility has the capacity to house 700 inmates. 

B. The GEO contract with the State was recently extended from June 2016 to June 
2018.  GEO employs Facility Staff and manages the day to day operations in 
conjunction with the State which maintains a small administrative staff on site. 

C. The Facility is staffed by approximately 131 GEO Civilian Personnel and ten State 
Personnel.  State Staff may deputize and arm Facility Correctional Staff from the 
on-site armory to respond to emergency conditions. 

D. The Facility consists of eight dormitory style housing units.  There are duplicate 
housing sections, A and B.  Each section consists of four dorms arranged around a 
central control room.  Each dorm has the capacity to house up to 88 inmates.  There 
are 13 Transit Holding Cells, two of which are reserved for medical observation. 
The Facility houses multiple classrooms, a library, a computer lab and 
administrative offices and one modular building with two classrooms separated 
from the main facility but inside the security fence.  

E. The Facility houses inmates with sensitive needs and serving a sentence of five 
years or less.  The State is solely responsible for the assessment and classification of 
inmates and administers disciplinary hearings.  All incoming inmates are assigned 



to the general population regardless of prior gang affiliation, race, religious beliefs 
or sexual orientation. 

F. The State reimburses GEO $40.82 per inmate per day totaling approximately 
$14,900 per year.  This amount excludes costs associated with extensive medical 
treatment. 

G. Limited medical, dental and mental health services at the Facility are provided by 
the State under the contract. 

H. Inmates may order and purchase items from a non-stocked Canteen twice monthly 
and may purchase ice from two commercial self serve ice machines.  Each machine 
is located in the hallway next to the exercise yard exit doors. 

I. Inmates have access to open exercise yards allowing a variety of sports activities.   

J. The Facility provides a large enclosed visiting area with separate rooms for non-
contact confidential consultations.  An enclosed patio for family visitation is located 
adjacent to the visiting area. 

K. At the time of inspection security measures included: 
• Recording security cameras located throughout the Facility 
• Facility is surrounded by a double perimeter fence topped with razor wire 
• Inmates enter and exit through a Sally Port (secured entrance) 
• All prison supplies are accepted at the Sally Port 
• All Facility keys are stored in an electronically monitored controlled lock box 
• All new and returning inmates are strip searched 
• Dormitory window security bars and remotely controlled security gates were 

added in 2009 

L. The Facility utilizes inmate labor only for the following internal services:
• Laundry services  
• Maintenance services 
• Meal preparation and food services 
• Administrative support services 
• Tonsorial (Barber) services 
• Housekeeping services 
• Selected inmates perform limited clerical support services for State 

Employees 

M. Grand Jury members interviewed two inmates pre-selected by staff. 

N. When the Facility originally opened, periods of incarceration were 18 to 24 months.  
Effective April 30, 2009, as a result of AB109, periods of incarceration may now be 
up to five years.  



FINDINGS: 

Facility houses only male inmates.  At the time of the visit there were 597 inmates.  All 
dormitories are supervised by at least one GEO Correctional Officer stationed inside at all times.  

F1. State and GEO staff includes four counselors, two per housing section, A and B. 

F2. Educational classes offered are:  Adult Basic Education (ABE), English as a 
Second Language (ESL), General Educational Diploma (GED) and a pre-release 
Life Skills Class (LSC) for each inmate 45 days prior to release. 

F3. Vocational Training Classes include:  
• Computer Classes
• Horticulture
• Plumbing, Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning
• Janitorial Service
• Basic Residential Electrical

F4. GEO corporate office in accordance with Title 15 determines the Facility menus.  

F5. All inmate pre-ordered items from the canteen are delivered to the prison and 
distributed via the Canteen Clerk.  Inmate monies are processed and distributed 
by the GEO Inmate Payroll Clerk.  Inmates may earn money through a prison job, 
or receive money from outside sources such as family.  Inmate accounts are 
limited to a maximum of $200.00. 

F6. Laundry service is provided on a weekly basis for all inmates.  Laundry detail 
includes six inmates working seven hour shifts supervised by one GEO 
Correctional Staff. 

F7. Outside Resource Work Details allow selected inmates to leave the prison at the 
request of the McFarland City Manager.  Work details may include general 
maintenance, street and sidewalk clean up under GEO Correctional Staff 
supervision.  Work details may require additional uniform changes and 
laundering. 

F8. Participation in work details may reduce an inmate’s length of sentence as well as 
earn money. 

F9. In the event of an emergency the Facility has mutual security aid agreements with 
Wasco State Prison, North Kern State Prison and McFarland City Police 
Department.  The McFarland City Police Department agreement allows for 
perimeter security only. 



F10. The result of the inmate interviews provided no evidence of significant 
complaints. The two selected inmates indicated their complaints could be resolved 
through contacting Staff or the established appeal process. 

F11. There is ambiguity in the Facility Procedures Manual regarding the length of time 
an inmate may be held in a Transit Holding Cell for disciplinary action.  

F12. At the time of the Committee’s visit the two ice machines were leaking. 

COMMENTS: 

The Committee was greeted by the Warden, Deputy Warden and Staff.  The Committee 
was given an extensive tour of the Facility and provided all requested forms and 
information.  The Committee would like to thank the Warden and the staff for the 
cooperation, hospitality and professionalism provided.  This report reflects the staffing 
level and inmate/dorm capacity at the time of the Committee’s visit on October 28, 2013. 
The Committee has been advised by the Warden that a new contract with the Department 
of Corrections signed on November 1, 2013, will have a slight impact on staffing levels 
and inmate/dorm capacities. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

R1. A Culinary Program could be developed, broadening current vocational offerings, 
utilizing the Facility’s kitchen during off hours. (Finding 3) 

R2. Review and clarify the language in the Facility‘s Operational Procedures Manual 
regarding Transit Holding Cells. (Finding 11) 

R3. Address the continuing health and safety issues associated with both ice 
machines, in accordance with the recommendations contained in the last two 
California Department of Public Health – Environmental Health Survey Reports. 
All other deficiencies noted in the above mentioned report dated June 2013 should 
be corrected.  (Finding 12) 



NOTES: 

The Golden State Modified Community Correctional Facility should post a copy 
of this report where it will be available for public review.   

Persons wishing to receive an email notification of newly released reports may 
sign up at:  www.co.kern.ca.us/grandjury, click on:  Sign up for early releases. 

Present and past Kern County Grand Jury Final Reports and Responses can be 
accessed through the Kern County Library system and the Kern County Grand 
Jury website:  www.co.kern.ca.us/grandjury. 

RESPONSE REQUIRED WITHIN 90 DAYS TO:  

PRESIDING JUDGE 
KERN COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT 
1415 TRUXTUN AVENUE, 2ND FLOOR 
BAKERSFIELD, CA  93301 

cc:  FOREPERSON 
KERN COUNTY GRAND JURY 
1415 TRUXTUN AVENUE, SUITE 600 
BAKERSFIELD, CA  93301 







KERN COUNTY LAW LIBRARY 

PREFACE: 

“The primary obligation of the Kern County Law Library is to provide legal information 
and information services to member of the legal community and citizens who reside or 
practice in Kern County.  Although, Library staff is available to guide and instruct as to 
what might be appropriate, they cannot provide any type of legal advice or interpret 
materials.” 

PURPOSE OF INQUIRY: 

On August 12, 2013, the 2013-2014 Kern County Grand Jury Law and Justice Committee 
(Committee) visited the Kern County Law Library (Library) to review the operations, 
procedures and management of the Library in accordance with California Penal Code 
§933.5.

PROCESS: 

The Committee was met by the Law Librarian.  A question and answer session was held 
followed by a thorough tour of the Library and a detailed explanation of resources and 
services available to the citizens of Kern County. 

BACKGROUND/FACTS: 

A. The Library is located on the Third Floor, Room 301 of the Kern County Superior 
Court, 1415 Truxtun Avenue, Bakersfield, California  93301. 

B. The Library contains over 23,000 volumes which include the United States Code, 
the California Codes, Federal and California administrative regulations, Court and 
Administrative agency decisions, California and Federal research tools including 
Legal Digests, Judicial Council form books, Treaties and other legal resources. 

C. The Library is funded solely by a fixed portion of the Kern County Superior 
Court’s (Court) First Document Filing Fee.  The Library is a stand-alone entity. 
It could be inferred by the title that the Library is a department of Kern County, it 
is not. The staff is employed by the Library.   

D. The County of Kern considers the Law Library to be a Special District in order to 
provide administrative support services, such as the processing of payroll and 
personnel documents. 

E. The Library staff of five is supervised by the Librarian.  The Librarian reports 
directly to The Board of Trustees of the Kern County Law Library consisting of 



five Kern County Superior Court Judges and two private Attorneys.  One 
Attorney is appointed by the Kern County Board of Supervisors and the other by 
the Kern County Bar Association as per Business and Professions Code 6301. 

F. The Library has 11 available computers with internet access limited to legal 
research or completing legal documents. 

G.  The Library houses the Superior Court Self-Help Center staffed by two Court 
employees.  The Library provides workshops on Family Law matters during the 
week.  The Small Claims Advisor provides walk-in services on a one on one 
basis.  Video conferencing is provided twice a week to the Ridgecrest community 
on family law and other legal matters.  In Ridgecrest, the workshops are held in 
the office of the First District Kern County Supervisor.  The Ridgecrest Library 
resource materials are housed at Cerro Coso Community College.  Video is also 
available to the Lake Isabella community.  Resource materials for that law library 
are held at the Family Resource Center in Lake Isabella.   The Library is planning 
to expand video services to other outlying communities. 

H. Once a month, two local private Attorneys come to the Kern County Law Library 
to provide a workshop on bankruptcies and how to probate small estates. 

FINDINGS: 

F1. Library usage by the General Public averages 100 visits per day.  Usage by local 
and visiting Attorneys averages 20 visits per week. 

F2. Workshop attendees receive general information on specific topics such as 
Family Law and Small Claims. After the general video workshop session, 
individuals may confer privately with the Small Claims Advisor, however, no 
legal advice or interpretation is given. 

F3. Library expansion plans may include Video Workshops in the outlying 
communities of Lake Isabella, Frazier Park, Taft and Mojave.   

F4. Attorney led Bankruptcy and Small Estate Probate Workshops are provided at no 
cost.   No attorney-client privilege is implied. 

F5. The Library’s legal resources are continually updated by replacing each 
individual page as changes occur.   

COMMENTS: 

The Committee found the Library to be very clean and well organized and the staff eager 
to assist customers.   



RECOMMENDATIONS: 

None 

NOTES: 

The Kern County Law Library should post a copy of this report where it will be available 
for public review. 

Persons wishing to receive an email notification of newly released reports may sign up at 
www.co.kern.ca.us/grandjury, and click on:  Sign up for early releases. 

Present and past Kern County Grand Jury Final Reports and Responses can be accessed 
on the Kern County Grand Jury website:  www.co.kern.ca.us/grandjury. 

NO RESPONSE REQUIRED 
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