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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

KATHLEEN KRAUSE
SUPERVISORS CLERK OF BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Phillip Peters........... District 1 Kern County Administrative Center
Zack Scrivner.......... District 2 1115 Truxtun Avenue, 5” Floor
Jeff Flores.............. District 3 Bakersfield, California 93301
David Couch...........District 4 Telephone (661) 868-3585
Leticia Perez........... District 5 TTY Relay 800-735-2929

August 22, 2023

The Honorable J. Eric Bradshaw, Presiding Judge
Kern County Superior Court

1415 Truxtun Avenue

Bakersfield, CA 93301

Dear Judge Bradshaw:

Transmitted herewith is the Board of Supervisors’ response to the 2022-2023 Grand Jury’s Final Report
titled Kern County Children and Families Commission — First 5 Kern.

The Board of Supervisors appreciates the Grand Jury’s review and input.

Sincerely,

Jeff Flores, Chair

Kern County Board of Supervisors

JF/SH/COMPL_G]I First 5 Kern A
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Kern County Board of Supervisors
Response to Grand Jury Final Report
Kern County Children and Families Commission First 5 Kern

Response to Findings F1-F9:

Kern County agrees with the Grand Jury’s findings.

Response to Recommendation:

R1: The Kern County Board of Supervisors should authorize the Kern County Children and Families
Commission to reach out and collaborate with First 5 California and other agencies to promote a statewide
effort to increase the Tobacco Tax, and /or find other revenues to continue the programs for children 0 to
5 years of age, by January 2, 2024.

Per the attached response from First 5 Kern, this recommendation will be implemented through the Board
of Supervisors® appointees to the Commission. The recommendation to “authorize” First 5 Kern has
already been implemented, in that First 5 Kern is a separate legal entity established and authorized to act
independently in its mission to serve children and families. The County supports the Commission’s current
efforts and collaboration with the First 5 Network and other entities to promote statewide efforts to continue
providing services to Kern County children. Therefore, the County concurs with First 5 Kern’s response
and supports its efforts.

R2: The BOS should encourage First 5 Kern Commission to develop strategies to promote new programs
and projects in the news media to help inform the public of First 5 Kern. This should be an ongoing program
beginning no later than December 1, 2023.

Per the attached response from First 5 Kern, this recommendation will be implemented through the Board
of Supervisors® appointees to the Commission. The recommendation to “encourage™ First 5 Kern has
already been implemented, as First 5 Kern is a separate legal entity established and authorized to act
independently on strategic planning and promotion of programs. The County concurs with First 5 Kern’s
current plan and supports its initiative to study cost of advertising in print, television, and radio to implement
the Grand Jury’s recommendation.

R3: The BOS should work with First 5 Kern Commission to review and update The Strategic Plan on an
annual basis, in order to award new grants and opportunities. The Strategic Plan should be updated by
December 1, 2023.

Per the attached response from First 5 Kern, this recommendation will be implemented through the Board
of Supervisors’ appointees to the Commission. The five members of the Commission appointed by the
Board, in conjunction with the remaining members of the Commission, regularly review and approve both
annual and five-year strategic plans. To combat the effects of the decline of revenue facing the First 5 Kern,
one strategy the Technical Advisory committee has is to study and identify current and emerging needs of
the community, so as to direct funding to critical areas. The County is confident that the Commission will
continue to research and collaborate in order to maximize services for the children of Kern County. The
County concurs with First 5 Kern’s response and supports its efforts.

COMPL_G!J First 5 Kern
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